THE GOSPEL IN THREE WORDS
Phil Van Auken

What if you gave a party and no one came? How would you feel? What if you for someone to go on a luxurious ocean cruise and they spent their whole time in their cabin watching TV reruns. How would you feel? What if you held the winning $10M lottery ticket but your dog ate it.  How would you feel? 

Well imagine how the prophet Jeremiah felt when his prophecies straight from God were ridiculed and rejected.  Or how the apostle Paul felt every time he was kicked out of a Jewish synagogue, spit on, or stoned for preaching the gospel.  But, just imagine how Jesus felt when the home folks of Nazareth sneered at claims about him being the prophesized messiah. 

Why do people reject things that are good for them? And why do they reject the person who brings them good things? Funny about human nature, huh?

Like children, too many people don’t understand what’s good for them, especially in God’s eyes. They are like children who scream at the thought of being vaccinated. 

How many times have we thought that something was good for others, but not for us personally? Or that it would be good for us someday, only just not right now.

Imagine how God must feel every time his Word and his son are rejected—millions of times every day.

Here’s a scary thought: maybe people aren’t rejecting the gift I bring them; they’re rejecting me. Maybe they are afraid I have a hidden agenda like selling them something, or taking a survey, or even judging their soul. 

Here’s an even scarier agenda: Maybe the reason why many people reject the gospel is because they are rejecting God. 

Unlike Jeremiah, many people aren’t aware that God knew them in the womb--and that God has loved them unconditionally ever since. Many people I’ve known don’t even love themselves enough to conceive that God loves them. 

The people of Nazareth didn’t really know the son of Joseph and Mary. They assumed Jesus was just like everybody else because he didn’t call attention to himself. 
Unbelievers today don’t really know Jesus any better than his home folks did. It’s become fashionable to stereotype Christians as cult members; or pious and holier-than-thou; or judgmental to the core. No wonder unbelievers don’t want to hear the gospel--they don’t think it’s good news.

But Paul’s first letter to the ancient church in Corinth definitely has something that people won’t reject: faith, hope, and love: the gospel in just three words. 
Where can you find faith, hope, and love in our world today? In Haiti? Guantanamo Bay? Washington D.C.? Russia? China? Afghanistan? Hollywood? Las Vegas?
People in the 21st century yearn for faith and hope in something, but they keep coming up empty. How many people have faith and hope in the lottery to pay off their bills? Or faith and hope in politicians to tell the truth? Or in big companies to do what’s honest and ethical? Or in consumerism? Or in churches that fight, squabble, and politick?  
To phrase the old country song, people today are looking for faith, hope and love in all the wrong places. 

Faith, hope and love aren’t lost; they are right where they’ve always been: in the hearts of regular people who know who Christ really is and respond to His gospel message. 
And how do they know who Christ really is? Because Christ is faithful to his children. He gives his children the hope of forgiveness, answered prayers, and eternal life. 

The gospel message of faith and hope in Christ is actually easy to share with those who don’t know him or love him. It’s deceptively simple. For others to experience our faith, hope, and love in Christ, we must have faith and hope that they will recognize God through us. 

We must have faith that God will reach unbelievers through our own faith. That our hope in Christ will give others hope for themselves. That Christ’s love for others will shine out of us to them.
So the secret to sharing the gospel is really no secret: let the faith, hope, and love you have in Christ show others that you have faith, hope, and love for them. The Holy Spirit will take it from there.
The gospel comes from the heart of God to our hearts; and then from our hearts to the hearts of unbelievers. God wants our faith and hope in His love to become the gospel to others. If we have enough faith, hope, and love in us, it will be caught by others--who then become part of the gospel themselves and pass it on. 
The gospel comes from our overflowing abundance of faith, hope, and love in Christ and in others.  The more of the gospel you have in your heart, the easier it is to pass it on to others. Have a heart-to-heart talk with someone soon. 
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