THREE WORDS, THREE WORLDS (Matthew 23:1-12)
There are three different worlds in this passage from Matthew.  It mentions three groups of people: the Jewish religious leaders; the crowds of street people; and Jesus and his disciples.  There they all were/ together in the same corner of Jerusalem—and yet they lived in three separate worlds.
Let’s get acquainted with these three worlds because we have to choose one to live in. 
The first group--the Jewish religious leaders--lived in a world that revolved around themselves--a world of their own making. What kind of world is that, you ask.  Let’s spell it out/ letter by letter.
The name of this world starts with the letter P--P for pride. Wouldn’t you be proud to live in a world made to honor you? And H, for honor, is the second letter of this world’s name, followed by the letter A for the arrogance it takes to demand that others respect you.—and the R in respect is the 4th letter. 
That gives us: P-H-A-R, followed by the letter I for insensitive—because those who lived in this world were insensitive to the burdens they put on others. Then there’s S for seen--the members of this world-of-pride loved being seen.  But they also wanted to be heard, so we add the letter E for their eloquent prayers. And then add another E for exalted, because the religious leaders felt God surely exalted them above all Jews.

There-- we have the name of our first world: P-H-A-R-I-S-E-E/  pharisees 
The Pharisee’s understandably thought their exalted world was a great place to live, but Jesus didn’t think so.  Maybe that’s because the Pharisees always bragged about being #1, the best and the brightest.  Jesus’ disciples knew who was #1 in their hearts and it sure wasn’t the Pharisees.  

Jesus also didn’t appreciate the clever political answers the Pharisees always gave to controversial questions.  Jesus’ disciples rightly figured that right answers come only from prayer.  But the Pharisees saw no real need for prayer, because they considered themselves righteous enough to cut their own special deals with God.

The Pharisees also thought themselves to be the exception to every rule, since they made up their own rules.  But Jesus taught his followers in the crowd to be free indeed and to stay out of of the Pharisee’s legalistic quicksand.
However, the Pharisees weren’t about to vacate their smug empire, since they breezed through life with ease by taking rather than giving.  And the Pharisees simply sneered at those quote/unquote losers in the streets for stumbling all over the outlandish religious legalism.  That’s why Jesus and his friends weren’t welcome in the comfortable, artificial world of the Pharisees.
But Jesus didn’t lose much sleep over these charlatans he called a brood of vipers and whitewashed tombs.  The puny rewards they received in life were handed out by fake-face men who laughed at the pious ones behind their backs. Jesus wanted no part of their perverted world. 

But there was a second world in Jerusalem that Jesus did love so much so, he shed many a tear over it.  Who lived in this second world? It was the crowds of poor people burdened by their unbelief and rebellious ways. These skittish sheep lived in a dark world/ blind to the Great Shepherd who performed miracles before their very eyes.  Like the Pharisees, the street people also made their own world to live in--a world without hope because it had no room for Christ.
To spell out this second world of lost souls, we start with the letter B for 
battles these struggling lost against their own sin nature; and then a second letter U for all of their unexpected problems in life; a third letter R for repeating the same mistakes over and over; then a D for decisions gone wrong; add the fifth letter E for empty spirits; then an N for negative thoughts about a frightening future; and lastly the letter S for sickness-suffering- and sorrow. This was a world of B-U-R-D-E-N-S/ burdens.
Jesus loved these sheep, but they didn’t want a shepherd. Jesus came to minister to the world of Burden, but the people cried “crucify him” for not being a warrior king.  That’s why Jesus sadly lamented, “O Jerusalem, Jerusalem, you who kill the prophets and stone those sent to you, how often I have longed to gather your children together as a hen gathers her chicks under her wings, but you were not willing.”
Fortunately, there is a third world we can choose to live in where we don’t have to be self-righteous or our own worst enemy. If fact, we already know two people who lived there: Mary and her sister Martha. Both declared Jesus to be the son of man, the Messiah who had come into the world--at least into their world.  Oh, and let’s don’t forget their brother Lazarus just because he was an early riser! 
Mary, Martha, Lazarus and the other low status followers of Jesus may have been nobodies compared to the elite Pharisees, but they all shared one thing in common: a humble spirit. And that starts with the letter H for hopeful; then the letter U for united with Christ; and M for making themselves available to God; B for lifting the burdens of others; L for loving others unconditionally; and lastly, the letter E for eternal life. 

Jesus said the H-U-M-B-L-E/ humble shall inherit the earth, which is the third world in today’s gospel lesson--God’s kingdom on earth. Imagine, in this wonderful world, the no-bodies are really the some-bodies!  
And if we want to, we can inherit this kingdom to live our own earthly lives in. We need only to humble ourselves—trust in Christ rather than in ourselves.   

What does it take to BE a humble Christian?  Just two things: BE there for others when they need you.  BE there for God when he calls you. 
And what does a humble Christian look like? Well/ just look in the mirror!
Back we go to the three words we started out with: Pharisee, burdens, and humble.  And back to the three worlds--one full of the self-righteous; one full of burdens; the third full of fools and failures—but saved by grace.  
Now-- which world do you want to live in?  
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