THE THREE MUSKETEERS
Phil Van Auken

Luke 5:1-11; 1 Corinthians 15:1-11; Isaiah 6:1-8 [9-13]
Remember the Three Musketeers novel and movies by the French writer Alexandre Dumas? The three adventurers Athos, Porthos, and Aramis were comrades in adventure: all for one and one for all was their famous motto.  Well, our three lessons introduce three spiritual musketeers, named Peter, Paul, & Isaiah, whose adventures put those three French guys to shame!  
Peter, Paul, and Isaiah were like the three French Musketeers, but these three Hebrew musketeers would have phrased their fraternal motto a bit differently: All for the one God, and one God for all.

Just what kind of adventurers were these the three biblical musketeers? They definitely didn’t engage in sword duels, swing through the air, or even ride on horses. But they all shared common spiritual experiences that molded their lives to serve and please God. 

Let’s review seven spiritual adventures Peter, Paul, and Isaiah shared.  As we do, let’s keep several key words or phrases in mind from our three lessons:

From Isaiah, keep in mind these two: ATONEMENT and SEND ME. From 1 Corinthians, the key word to remember is GOSPEL. Four keys words or phrases jump out from Luke’s gospel: FISHERMAN, DEEP WATER, AMAZEMENT, and MAN OF SIN

The first and most challenging spiritual adventure Peter, Paul, and Isaiah experienced was dealing with SIN in their lives, one of the four key words from Luke’s gospel lesson: 
· Peter declared most emphatically, I am a sinful man.

· Just as emphatically, Paul referred to his sin by admitting that he was the least of the apostles and really didn’t even deserve to be one.

· And Isaiah didn’t mince any words either when talking about his personal sin:  Woe is me, I am a man of unclean lips

In their second common spiritual experience, Peter, Paul, and Isaiah knew what it was like to struggle in the DEEP WATER mentioned in Luke:

· Isaiah was in heaven face-to-face with God—gulp!

· Paul had persecuted Christians, but he got into much deeper water when he met Christ, who flat turned Paul’s life around.

· Peter once literally walked on very deep water for a few seconds, but he suddenly lost his faith in surfing and had to be rescued by the One who controls the waves.
All three of our spiritual Musketeers shared the adventure of meeting God face-to-face: 

· Isaiah actually met God in heaven and requested: “SEND ME to your people.” This was one of the key phrases highlighted from our Old Testament lesson. 

· Paul met Jesus on the road to Damascus in Syria.

· Simon Peter lived with the divine one he had declared to be the Messiah. In fact, it was Jesus who first gave Simon the Greek name Peter, or Petra, the rock.

A fourth adventure, again involving the lesson from Isaiah, dealt with personal ATONEMENT from God:

· Isaiah received atonement for his sinful nature when God’s ministering angel placed coal on Isaiah’s unclean lips.

· Paul encountered atonement while struck blind after talking to Jesus.

· Peter’s desertion of Jesus was atoned for by the risen Jesus himself.
All three of our spiritual musketeers were called to the adventure of spreading the GOSPEL, the key word for us to remember from 1 Corinthians:

· Isaiah volunteered to answer God’s call for someone to go minister to the Jews.

· FISHERMAN Peter used the gospel as bait to catch his kindred Hebrews. Fisherman was also one of the four key words in Luke’s gospel lesson.

· Paul was sent by God to a different lake to fish for Gentiles.

Their sixth spiritual adventure was fulfilling their heavenly calls from God: 

· Isaiah became the prince of prophets and foretold the coming of Christ, Immanuel, God with us. 

· Peter led the disciples in reaching out to Jerusalem and wrote part of the New Testament.

· Paul finished his exhausting race to become the greatest missionary ever, not to mention the greatest New Testament writer and theologian. 

Peter, Paul, and Isaiah shared a seventh adventure which turned their fear of God into AMAZEMENT, which happens to be the fourth and final key word featured in the lesson from Luke.

· Peter was understandably amazed at the net-stretching, boat-busting catch of fish summoned by Jesus. But this quickly cycled into fear when Peter realized that a sinner like himself stood in the presence of God in human form.

· Isaiah quaked in fear standing before God in heaven, but he was astonished when his sin was removed by an angel serving God.

· Paul was so fearful after his eerie Damascus road encounter with Jesus that he had to give his nervous system a long rest. The unconditional grace of Christ is what amazed Paul.
Probably none of us is ready to join the Three Musketeers of French literature--we speak French with a Texas accent! But we are qualified to be spiritual musketeers, experiencing similar adventures to those of Paul, Peter, and Isaiah, but in our own unique ways. Like them, we are all for one and one for all when it comes to loving and serving the Lord.

We know what it’s like to sin and be forgiven, and to sin again only to be forgiven again. We’ve experienced the cold chill of fear floundering in deep waters and being utterly amazed when someone, perhaps a total stranger, tossed us a lifesaver in the name of Christ.  We encounter God’s presence in the Eucharist; while praying; when absorbing the true meaning of the Bible; and by seeing our prayers answered in a miraculous manner. 

Like Peter, Paul, and Isaiah, we’ve experienced the adventure of being called by God to serve others using the amazing spiritual gifts He so graciously bestowed on us. 

We’ve also joined the three spiritual musketeers in catching the souls of people with the hook of the Gospel, the bait of love, the rod of forgiveness, and the overflowing nets of godly blessings. 

Let’s join with Peter, Paul, and Isaiah and be one for all and all for one in our lifelong adventures with the triune God.  We don’t have to take a quick trip to heaven; and we don’t have to walk on water or on a lonely Damascus road. God has already supplied us with the few humble provisions we really need to join in His spiritual adventures: 

He’s given us EYES to see others drowning in deep water; EARS to hear their genuine cries for help; LEGS to take us where they are; HANDS and FEET to throw them a lifesaver; LIPS to comfort them with the Gospel message; HEARTS to forgive and encourage them and pray for them; and a SOUL to be guided in all of our actions by the Holy Spirit. 

I bet many Christians today seek new spiritual adventure. Why not join with one or two others in Saint Matthew and become modern day musketeers--all for the ONE true God and the ONE true God for all. Peter, Paul, and Isaiah have already mapped out the territory for us. 

To quote Dr. Seuss: “Oh, the places we’ll go.”

GOING where God sends us 

KNOWING He tends to us

CARING for the unloved and hurting

SHARING our faith while working

PRAYING for the distressed

STAYING with the dispossessed

WALKING with those of many needs

TALKING about God’s wondrous deeds

PROCLAIMING new life in Christ

EXPLAINING his sacrifice

GIVING of our time

LIVING for the divine
Have no fears, we’re God’s musketeers! 
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