GOD’S WANT ADS
Phil Van Auken

1 Samuel 2:18-20, 26; Colossians 3:12-17; Luke 2:41-52

Each of these Bible passages deals with working—ministering for God in His name.  Samuel ministered before the Lord and grew mighty in his capacity to take on bigger and more challenging jobs in the name of the Lord. The apostle Paul told the Christians in Colossae to do everything in the name of the Lord; and as just a boy, Jesus set about working in his Father’s house, including teaching in the name of his triune Father. 
Out there in today’s eight-to-five world, employees certainly know who they work for. The pharmacist knows what prescription to fill in the name of the patient’s doctor. Football quarterbacks know which plays to run in the name of the coach, and accountants know what taxes must be paid in the name of the IRS!  
But what if we don’t want to work solely for a pharmacy or the IRS? What if we want to work at least part-time in God’s fields ripened unto the harvest, where there are only a few laborers? What if we yearn to be one of those productive spiritual laborers? 

Many people aren’t interested in working for God, because He offers mostly jobs that don’t put money in your pocket. But God’s jobs do put joy in our hearts, praise on our lips, and peace in our minds. Can’t buy that for money.
Actually it’s pretty easy to work for the Lord: just look in the Heavenly Gazette at God’s want ads.  There’s a job there right now with your name on it.  But are you willing to take that job?  A lot of well-known people in the Bible were willing, even at minimum wage.
Take Moses. He could never have parted the Red Sea if God hadn’t placed a want ad for someone to pull baby Moses out of the bulrushes. And can you believe who ended up taking the job? Pharoah’s own daughter pulled Moses out of the Nile. So then God posted another want ad for someone to nurse Moses and take care of him. Lo and behold, Moses’ own Hebrew mother gratefully applied for the job and got it. And even though she didn’t draw much of a paycheck, the fringe benefits were great!
 Some years later, God placed a want ad for someone to forgive Issac’s son, Jacob, for cheating his brother Esau out of his rightful inheritance. Right away, someone applied for that distasteful job--Esau himself! God hired the right man, because Esau loved Jacob enough to forgive and forget. 
A few years after that, God posted an ad for someone to rescue Jacob’s large family from a famine in Egypt where Jacob was living in his old age. Only one person wore shoes big enough to fill that impossible job: Joseph, the eleventh of Jacob’s twelve sons, who just happened to be Pharaoh’s right hand man.  Joseph was in the right place at the right time, and now he held the right-job. God’s want ads work!
Remember that sly guy named Jonah? He subscribed to the Heavenly Gazette and noticed an opening for a tough-minded so-and-so to preach about sin to the notorious pagan city of Nineveh.  Realizing this gig was not likely to be good for his health or peace of mind, Jonah quickly turned his attention to another ad about an ocean cruise. If Jonah hadn’t been in such a rush to pack for the cruise, he would have noticed yet another want ad asking for, of all things, a very large fish to apply. There are certainly some strange ads in the Heavenly Gazette!

After Jesus was born, lots of new ads began to appear in the Gazette. Mary’s husband, Joseph, read one while sleeping, no less. An applicant was sought to take baby Jesus and his mother Mary to Egypt, where they couldn’t be reached by the evil clutches of King Herod back in Jerusalem. That woke Joseph up!  He knew the job was meant for him, so he quickly applied, and the rest is history!
And how about the woman in the no-account town of Samaria. There she stood all alone beside a water well reading the Heavenly Gazette.  She spied a help-wanted ad for someone to tell her fellow-Samaritans about Jesus Christ, God’s Messiah, who was reportedly in the vicinity. This world-weary Samaritan lady knew she wasn’t qualified for that kind of a job, since she was a fallen woman of ill repute and admitted it.  That’s why she was by herself at the well--the unforgiving homefolk shunned her.  
But she began to smile when she read the qualifications for the job, because she realized that job fit her to a T.  But suddenly her faced grew troubled. How could she possibly tell her neighbors about Jesus? She’d never even seen him, much less talked to him. He was a righteous Jew and she a cursed religious half breed. Despondently, she felt she had to turn the job down. Suddenly a gentle man she’d never seen before approached the well asking her for a drink of water. 

Did you know that even small boys read God’s want ads, like the lad who applied for the simple task of toting a small lunch of plain bread and fish to a nearby hill where a rabbi was to speak. The willing boy was perfect for this humble job—he could do it!  He did wonder, however, if the grown-ups were bringing their own food.
Another young man, who had recently inherited a great deal of wealth, heard through friends that an itinerant preacher named Jesus was looking for people to follow him around, or something like that. This rich young man had plenty of time on his hands, so he considered applying for this rather odd-sounding job. But he neglected to read the job’s qualifications and eventually turned it down. Oh well, he thought to himself, no big deal; I don’t need a job anyway.

Brother and sisters Mary, Martha, and Lazarus answered a heavenly want ad seeking a family to host a Nazarene rabbi who occasionally needed a home to stay in. Sister Martha fretted about all the extra work involved, but she eventually applied for the job and got it.  All three, and especially brother Lazarus, were mighty glad they did. It turned out to be a life and death matter. 

After Jesus died, a nobody named Barnabas applied for a job to talk to Jesus’ disciples about a zealous Jewish Pharisee by the name of Paul from the city of Tarsus. It seems the disciples had heard some bad things about Paul, but Barnabas knew Paul was a no longer the hostile man he once was. All Barnabas had to do was tell Peter about Paul’s brand new life. Perhaps someday Paul might get a job from God. Who knows, maybe he’d even get to travel a little!
One of Jesus’ disciples themselves, named Philip, also applied for a job tailored-made for him. Just meet with some African VIP in a nearby desert, said the want ad. Turns out the official, who was in charge of a rich queen’s kingdom, wondered if Philip might understand Isaiah’s verse about a man led to slaughter like a sheep. Do I ever know something about that! thought Philip. I’ve just seen it fulfilled with my own eyes. The next thing he knew, Philip had a baptism to perform, and the official had the gospel story to share with an entire kingdom.
You know, I wish I could apply for a major league job like Philip got, but I’m no disciple, or apostle, or prophet. God still runs lots of want ads in His Heavenly Gazette, but surely my name isn’t on one of them. Like I say, I’m not a disciple, or an apostle, or a prophet, a missionary, a seminary teacher, or even a pastor. I’m just not qualified for one of God’s jobs. Or am I?
Most of the Old and New Testament personalities we just talked about were ordinary folks struggling with life like you and me. They also doubted their qualifications for answering God’s divine want ads, but they applied anyway and got the jobs God had molded and shaped them to do. God gives all His children jobs that are tailor-made for them personally. All we have to do is apply and show up for work.
God doesn’t really need us to work for Him, because He’s pretty good at getting the job done Himself. But He wants us to experience the joy and fulfillment of answering His divine call and participating in His grace-filled work. By answering His divine want ads, we can share in the same joy and wonder that so many others in the Bible shared.

These people weren’t angels, or geniuses, or holier-than-thou, but they all had HEART--like the song says, miles and miles of heart.

God likes to see a little humility in those who work for Him, and humility is the first letter in HEART.  We don’t deserve a job from God, but, through his amazing grace, we can confidently apply to His divine want ads.  
The E in heart is for energy. No matter how busy we may be, the Holy Spirit gives us a special sort of energy for responding to God’s call. 
The A in heart is for availability. We won’t get the job if we don’t apply in the want ads and whistle while we work.
The R in heart is for right priorities. God can’t hire us if we’re too busy working for somebody else.
And the T in heart is for teachability. God has given us a training manual for doing the job His way.  It’s called the Bible, and it requires a lifetime of teaching and willingness to learn.

The most profound prophet in the Bible, Isaiah, sure did know how to interview for a job.  But when he learned he had to apply for the job in heaven, even Isaiah got cold feet: “Woe to me,” he said, I am ruined! For I am a man of unclean lips, and I live among a people of unclean lips, and my eyes have seen the King, the Lord Almighty.”
But Isaiah had lots and lots of heart. When God asked, "Whom shall I send? And who will go for us?” Isaiah stood right up and said: “Here am I.”
Then God read Isaiah the job description: “Go and tell your people: Be ever hearing, but not understanding; be ever seeing, but not perceiving. Make the heart of this people calloused. Make their ears dull and close their eyes. Otherwise they might see with their eyes, hear with their ears, understand with their hearts, and turn and be healed.” 
Wow, I don’t know about you, but I wouldn’t apply for an unpopular job like that! I’d rather join Jonah on the ocean cruise. But, then, God didn’t call me to do Isaiah’s job, did He? I wasn’t qualified, interested, or ready. But Isaiah was, and that’s why he boldly said, “Here I am.” God has graciously given me other smaller jobs that I can do—just my size. That’s because He prepared me for them a long time ago and He accompanies me each step of the way. And we whistle while we work!
That’s how God works with all of His faithful children. He prepares us to labor in His name in three ways. First, He gives us spiritual gifts and experiences in life that perfectly match the jobs He asks us to apply for. Secondly, He usually brings the job right to us in our natural daily circumstances and drops it right into our lap.  And thirdly, God goes with us into His harvest field. We work with Him, and He works with us. After all, He doesn’t want to work alone. He wants us to share in the eternal joy of doing His work. Don’t you?
Still another old song says, it’s great work if you can get it, and you can get it if you try.  All we need is HEART: the humility, the energy, the availability, the right priorities, and the teachability. God does wonderful things with hearts. 
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