JUST LOOK AROUND: GOD’S SIGNS OF FAITH ARE EVERYWHERE
Phil Van Auken

You’ve got to admit, Christian faith can be a bit peculiar. We confidently say we have faith in God--but please don’t put it to the test!  
We’re like the race track gambler who says he has a great deal of faith that a certain horse is going to finish first--but then he bets only 5 bucks on the horse.

We have enough faith to believe we’re going to heaven, yet we still fear death. We have enough faith to pray, but not necessarily enough to expect a definite answer--or at least the answer we want. 
Sometimes faith is so hard to come by, we could swear that its 5 letters, F-A-I-T-H, stand for Far Away In the Heavens!
Well, we aren’t the only ones who occasionally flunk the faith test. Look at Jesus’ disciples. They saw Jesus raise Lazarus from the dead, feed a hungry crowd of five thousand with just scraps of food, and quiet a scary sea storm. 
Yet disciple Thomas wanted physical proof of Jesus’ resurrection.  
Right when the going got tough, Peter denied that he knew Jesus, three times in a row. 

Judas lost faith in Jesus when he realized Jesus wasn’t a military revolutionary. 
John the Baptist openly wondered if Jesus was the real deal. 
Even the people from Jesus’ home town scoffed at his miracles and preaching. 
Paul of Tarsus, the future apostle, initially had so little faith in Jesus that he persecuted Christians.
But it isn’t hard to understand why Jesus’ followers are sometimes apt to waffle and waver in their faith. 
After all, Jesus didn’t fit into society very smoothly.
 He caused controversy wherever he went and made enemies. 
He divided as many people as he united. 
He wasn’t even fully accepted by his own family. 
And Jesus didn’t always explain himself clearly:  why he talked in parables; where his teachings came from; how he was able to perform miracles; what his plans were. 

So, two thousand years later our faith still shakes and quakes. 
We fret we don’t please God enough; pray enough; perform enough good works; give enough to the church; forgive others enough; read the Bible enough. 

Fortunately, God knows how to strengthen our faith day by day, moment by moment. 
First, God knows that if he makes all of our problems magically evaporate, it won’t strengthen our faith. He actually uses many of our struggles to draw us closer to him in faith.
Should God delay answering some of our prayers, perhaps it’s to bolster our faith.
And sometimes God even says no to a prayer in order to deliver something much better than what we prayed for. Perhaps our faith will become strong enough to see the handiwork of God in it all.
And consider this: God prompts our hearts to forgive and forget, thus building our faith in human compassion. And then God gives us hearts to love others unconditionally, bolstering our faith in the Holy Spirit. 
Even though we sometimes feel that our faith is F-A-I-T-H, Far Away in the Heavens, it’s really right here on terra firma. 
God plants symbols all around to gently remind us of our faith in Him. Just look around--the signs of faith are everywhere.
The next time you go into the supermarket, notice the endless aisles of food and realize that they just might symbolize the bountiful heavenly feast we will eternally enjoy in heaven. Communion each Sunday reminds us of the same thing. 
God uses pets to build our faith. The dog who is faithful and obedient to its master reminds us of how faithful our Master is to us. 
Any time we see someone with a cast on their broken arm or leg, remember that broken bones heal stronger than they were in the first place.  
Maybe that’s God’s way of reminding us how he can also heal our emotional trauma and make us strong and whole again.
Faith tells us that today’s bare winter fields will soon sprout colors of green, yellow, blue, and purple in the Spring. 
Faith lets us envision the beautiful butterfly that is now an ugly caterpillar. 
Children are wonderful faith healers. The little child never loses faith in us even when we are impatient or lose our temper. 

The chirping mother bird sacrificing all day long to feed her brood of starving nestlings symbolizes how God cares for us—just like the bees busily at work for the good of the colony and its queen. 

When we spy the tiny ant carrying a morsel of food bigger than it is, God is reminding us of just how heavy a burden our faith can bear.

The shining stars of the nightly heavens remind us of God’s unconditional promise to Abraham and Sarah that their countless offspring would be God’s family bound for heaven. 
The house we see rising under construction can raise our faith by reminding us that Jesus is hard at work building a heavenly mansion for each of us--our eternal home of blessing and peace. 

Our faith may be imperfect at times, but the source of our faith, Jesus Christ, is always perfect and never wavers.

The wind may shake the tree’s branches and leaves, but not the great oak’s strong roots.

Faith, F-A-I-T-H, doesn’t mean Far Away in the Heavens. 
The F in faith actually stands for Found; the A is for Alive; the I-T-H stand for In The Heart. 

Faith is Found Alive in the Heart.  As our heart beats, so does out faith!
In fact, we’re just a heartbeat away from the Lord. 
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