GOD’S NATURAL RESOURCES:
GOING, GOING, GONE?

(Statistics taken from the WorldWatch Institute’s annual publications of Vital Signs)

1. The U.S. has 4% of the global population but contributes 25% of global warming.

2. About one-third of the world’s population already lives in countries with moderate to high water stress.  In Africa agriculture supports 66 percent of the population.

3. 90 percent of U.S. oil resources already have been mined.  U.S. net imports of oil rose to about 53 percent of total consumption in 2002 and are still going up.

4. The world supply of oil would last approximately 50 years at current production rates.  The global natural gas supply is considered adequate for about 50 years and coal supplies for at least 100 years.  U.S. reserves may be depleted in as little as 20 years.

5. At about 280 million people, the United States is now the third most populous nation in the world and its population is expected to reach 400 million by 2050.  If every person alive today consumed at the rate of an average person in the United States, three more planets would be required to fulfill these demands.

6. An estimated 10-20 percent of the world’s cropland, and more than 70 percent of the world’s rangelands, are degraded.

7. Half the world’s original forest cover is gone and another 30 percent is degraded or fragmented.

8. Prevention of soil erosion worldwide would require something on the order of $24 billion annually; the elimination of starvation and malnutrition, $19 billion; reproductive health for all women, $12 billion; safe, clean drinking water, $10 billion; prevention of acid rain, $8 billion; and elimination of illiteracy, $5 billion.  Although these are substantial sums, they pale in comparison with the funds being made available for military purposes.

9. Accelerated sea level rise brings up the possibility that, for the first time in history, an entire sovereign country could be lost due to environmental change.  The height of low-lying atolls, like those in the Pacific and Indian Oceans, rarely exceeds 2 meters, with maximum heights of 3-4 meters.  New Zealand has drawn up a plan to accept immigrants from the tiny Pacific island country of Tuvalu, where residents fear losing their homes to future sea level rise.  And the Indian Ocean nation of the Maldives—has evacuated residents from four of the lowest lying islands to larger ones over the past few years.

10. Over the next century, global sea level rise is expected to accelerate.  The sea level will rise 9-88 centimeters in the next 100 years, with a mid-estimate rise of 50 centimeters.  This translates into 5 millimeters per year—two to four times faster than during the twentieth century.

11. In the twentieth century, global sea level rose 10-20 centimeters, averaging 1-2 millimeters per year.  The sea level rises from melting continental ice masses and from the expansion of the oceans due to climate change.

12. Road development over the next 20 years in the Amazon region could cause 30-40% deforestation.

13. Global deforestation accounted for 10-20% of carbon (the chief culprit in global warming) released into the air during the 1990s.

14. A substantial share of world grain supplies is sold as food not for hungry people but for livestock.

15. In 1970, Americans drove some 80 million cars close to 1 trillion miles burning 5.25 million barrels of fuel per day.  By 2000, there were about 128 million cars—60 percent more.  They traveled 2.3 trillion miles (a growth of 146 percent), consumed 56% more fuel and emitted 302 million tons of carbon.

16. Fuel economy has remained flat since 1990 in the United States, after substantial improvements since the early 1970s.

17. In the United States, model-year 2001 light trucks emitted 2.4 times more smog forming pollutants and 1.4 times more carbon than passenger cars.

18. A gasoline-powered car accounts for about 68 percent of the greenhouse gases emitted. Producing and distributing the fuel on which it runs accounts for another 21 percent.

19. Since 1950, annual car production has grown fivefold.  Production of sport utility vehicles and other “light trucks” reached a record 15.8 million in 2002.

20. To reduce children’s exposure to marketing several countries, including Denmark, Greece and Belgium, restrict television advertising to children; Sweden and Norway totally ban it..

21. The United States at $235 billion accounts for over half of the total advertising market.  Global advertising expenditures in 2002 were $444 billion

22. Humanity is withdrawing resources 20 percent faster than Earth can renew them.

23. There was an 18-percent increase in CO2 levels from 1960 to 2002.  Scientists estimate that levels have risen 31 percent since the onset of the Industrial Revolution around 1750.

24. Scientists have linked the warming trend that took oil in the twentieth century to the buildup of carbon dioxide (CO2) and other heat-trapping gases.  By burning fossil fuels.

25. Global average temperature climbed to 14.52 degrees Celsius in 2002, supplanting 2001 as the second hottest year since recordkeeping began in the late 1800s.

26. The United States uses 20.5 million barrels daily, about 25 percent of global oil. 
27. As the world’s single largest contributor to carbon emissions, the United States is doing more than any other nation to warm the global atmosphere.  The US now contributes the same amount of greenhouse gases as the 2.6 billion people living in 151 developing nations.  

28. Since the 1970s the floating Arctic icecap has thinned by almost half.  It diminished about 10% annually in the 1980s and 1990s, a rate that will lead to its complete disappearance in the next 2-3 decades.

29. Global warming has been caused by the cumulative effects of several greenhouse gases that have built up steadily in the atmosphere:  carbon dioxide from fossil fuels and deforestation; methane from fossil fuels and agricultural activities; nitrous oxide from agriculture and the chemical industry (especially CFCs).

30. More than 1/3 of US rivers and half of lakes are currently too polluted for either fishing or swimming. 

31. About 2.5 billion pounds of toxic wastes are released annually in the USA.

32. About 15% of the Brazilian Amazon rain forest (an area equal to the size of France) has been lost to deforestation.  An area about the size of Connecticut is being cleared every year, mostly illegally. Between 1960-1990 about 20% of the world’s total tropical forest cover was lost.  

33. The global catch of fish has consistently declined every year since 1988.

34. Sixty percent of native fish species in the US wetlands are either extinct or in risk of extinction.

35. More than a third of the world’s land surface has been converted to human use, and an additional third could be converted to human use in the current century.

36. The agricultural productivity of a fourth of all usable land has been significantly degraded due to mismanagement and overuse.

37. Thirty-three—50% of all the world’s forests are now all gone and about half of wetlands.

38. Five to 6 billion pounds of pesticide are released into the global environment each year.

39. At the present rate, carbon dioxide will double in the atmosphere circa 2050 raising the world’s average temperatures near the equator 2-3 full degrees Celsius.

40. An area about the size of Maine is rendered barren every year by deforestation.  

41. Fifteen to 20% of all species in the world may be extinct by 2000, due mostly to tropical deforestation.

42. Deforestation in the tropics has occurred at the rate of one acre a second over the past 20 years.

43. The American family is half the size as it was 50 years ago but American homes are twice as large.
44. Over the past several decades, Artic temperatures have risen twice as much as the world average, and the average area of summer sea ice coverage declined 15-20%.
45. The U.S. contributes about 25% of the world’s total carbon emissions despite having only 5% of the world’s population.

46. Half of the world’s wetlands have been lost since 1900 due to commercial uses of the land and pollution.

47. Half of the world’s original forest land is gone. Indonesia loses 2 million hectares of forest each year (double the rate of the 1980s) and 2.3 million hectares (half the size of Switzerland) of Amazonian forest is lost annually. 

48. Approximately 550 million cars now drive on the world’s roads, burning 8.3 million barrels of oil daily (up from 5.1 million in 1970).

49. 73 species of mammals are extinct; one quarter of surviving mammals are in serious decline.

50. Approximately 850 million people (equal to the combined populations of North America, Europe, and Japan) around the world go hungry every day

“Christians living in the United States are tempted to see the maldistribution of the earth’s goods as divine blessing rather than the tainted fruits of unjust systems.  We are also prone to supporting foreign policies to defend the present distribution of goods.” (Jack Nelson-Pallmeyer) 

