GRACE X 7 = JESUS
(John 1:29-42)
In our modern world, have you noticed how many ways there are to send a message?  You can send a letter or an email; put up a billboard, or an ad in the newspaper, or on radio and TV.  Of course, you could also send a message by telegraph, telephone, or tell-a-gossip! 
But God has a more effective way of sending messages that requires no technology at all.  He communicates through grace.  Our gospel lesson this morning shows no fewer than seven forms of grace that send a strong message about the Son of God.  
The 13 verses from the first chapter of John present a great cloud of witnesses to testify about the Messiah--a Who’s Who of inspiring biblical personalities.  There’s John the Baptist and his disciples, Jesus’ disciples, and brothers Andrew and Peter. They all had their own testimony of who Jesus is.  And countless disciples of Jesus through the ages have their own personal testimonies as well, including each of us this morning.  As a special part of the body of Christ, we too have a testimony of grace that tells our community who Jesus is.
This morning’s gospel lesson shows us seven kinds of grace—seven blessings for us and for those we minister to.  Let’s explore this lesson’s simple arithmetic: 
GRACE X 7 = Jesus.
The first mention of grace in our gospel lesson occurs when John the Baptist says, “I didn’t know Jesus without the Holy Spirit.”   We won’t really know Jesus either without the grace of the Holy Spirit, who opens our eyes to the penetrating truths of the gospels and warms up our hearts. Without the Holy Spirit to inspire us, the Bible can be a very dry, confusing read. Thank God for his grace of biblical understanding and discernment. 
The second sign of grace in our lesson also comes from John the Baptist, when he declares, “I have testified that Jesus is the son of God.”  Only the son of God could have performed so many miracles and transformed so many lives—like the Samaritan woman at the well, Zacchaeus in the tree, Martha in the kitchen, Saul of Tarsus on the road to Damascus, and Peter with his foot-in- mouth disease.  And only Jesus, the Messiah, could have systematically fulfilled Old Testament prophecies regarding how and where the Messiah would be born, what manner of humble man he would be, and how and why he would die. And every Easter, like John the Baptist, we also boldly testify that Jesus is the risen son of God.  

When John the Baptist says Jesus is the Lamb of God, he reveals a third form of grace in today’s lesson which we personally experience as we partake of the Lamb’s body and blood each week in communion.  And in the Easter season we mourn that Christ stood mute and still as a docile lamb, allowing himself to be sacrificed as the paschal lamb for our sins.  But then we celebrate the rebirth of the paschal lamb as Jesus resurrects, imparting the grace of eternal life to us.  
As the fourth example of grace among the 7 revealed in our lesson, Jesus asks his disciples, “What are you looking for?”  Indeed, where do we look for answers to prayer, or for forgiveness, or salvation, or for peace in this world?  Well, because of the grace of our baptism into Christ, we look to him and him only. And no wonder we look to him when life gets tough—he intercedes on our behalf at the right hand of God—now that’s having connections in high places!
The disciples identify the fifth of the lesson’s 7 examples of grace when they ask Jesus, “Where are you staying?”  We don’t have to ask Jesus that. Any child in Sunday School can tell us.  They know that Jesus is with us everywhere we go--he never leaves us.  “Jesus loves me, this I know, for the Bible tells me so.” Even the youngest among us understands this kind of grace.  So where is Jesus?  He’s is in our world, in our church, in our hearts, and he’s in the lives of his grace-filled servants all around the world.  
Remember that old joke about who will get the biggest surprise when we get to heaven? Will it be how surprised we are to see who else got there, or how surprised they are to find us there? 

The disciple Andrew, Peter’s brother, mentions this sixth form of grace when he affirms, “We have found Jesus.”  But can he and we be so sure?   Well, we find Jesus all throughout the Bible—in both testaments.  We also find Jesus in communion; at baptisms; in Confirmation classes, and wherever prayers are said in his name.  We find Jesus when someone forgives an enemy; when we sacrifice our own interests for the welfare of others; when we love someone who doesn’t deserve our love; when we comfort and encourage others / and when we cry out in despair and pain.  And who will we meet face-to-face when we die? Jesus.  
Peter refers to the seventh example of grace in today’s lesson when Jesus tells him, “I know you.”  Jesus knows us just as well as he knew each of his disciples.  He has to know us inside and out in order to lead us to green pastures and protect us from ravening wolves!  And talk about knowing us-- just consider what our prayer requests reveal about us to Jesus!   For now, Jesus knows us better than we know him--but just as soon as we get to heaven by grace and grace alone, our relationship with Jesus will soar—that’s what our angel wings are going to be for!
God grants us these seven forms of grace to help us see his son and follow his son.  One of the reasons why God’s grace is free- and- unmerited is so we can pass it on to others who don’t yet Jesus.  And it’s easy to pass grace on to others, because they can see Jesus in us--in our lives, in our love for people, and in our church and its sacraments.  We can bring Jesus and his forms of grace to others anywhere and everywhere we go, because we never walk alone. Jesus always goes with us, so that we can share his rich grace with others.  
Our life is a candle lit by grace so that others can see Jesus.  All we have to do is bring our candle with us wherever life takes us.  Grace will keep that candle of light shining bright.
In conclusion, how can we describe what grace is?  That’s simple: can you spell it out letter by letter? 

The letter G in grace stands for God’s 

The letter R is for Reminder 

The letter A is for All

The letter C stands for Christians
and
The letter E is for every day
Put it all together--grace stands for: God’s- reminder- to- all- Christians- every day--the reminder that Jesus in our lives is the source of grace for our lives. 
So when God wants to communicate to us, he doesn’t have to send an email from a heavenly computer, or pay for a TV ad with heavenly bucks.  He just sends us grace from all directions and it leads us straight back to Jesus. In fact, Jesus is just another way to spell grace. 
So Amen for grace, and amen for Jesus!
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