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Halteman, The Clashing Worlds of Economics and Faith


Study Questions for Chapters 6, 7, 11





Chapter 6  


A Radical Economic Model for Today





1. Summarize the author’s criticism (second full paragraph on page 70) on how the church has accepted secular values in economic matters.














Striving for Responsibility  70


	Choices in Income Generation  71


2. What is the secular standard for valuing the work performed by a person? 














	Choices in Consumption  72


3. What is the dominant Western value with regard to consumption?














4. Discuss the suggestions a small fellowship group might make for a family consuming above the group norm.  How about a family substantially below the group norm?














	Choices in Giving 74   Suggestion: read Matthew, Chapter 6.


5. Is financial charity of 10% of income adequate in the eyes of the author?  








6. If a person donates much to her church congregation , what reward should she expect in return?














	The Problem of Hoarding  75  No questions


	Choices in Productive Investment  77


7. What book of the Bible gives extensive advice in this area?  


8. How would the author view a person’s spending a million dollars on a home compared to spending a million dollars on capital equipment for her business?











Involving the Church  79


Objections to the Model  89


9. Elaborate on points 1&2 on page 89.











Is This Model Too Idealistic to Be Useful  92  No questions.





Chapter 7  


The Model Illustrated





11. What role did a small fellowship group play in the author’s decision on his first job after graduate school?











12. Read the last sentence of the third full paragraph on page 97.  To what extent does this sentence describe Baylor University?











Economic Decision Making in Fellowship Groups  98


13. Briefly describe the nature of the Alpha group and the Beta group.











The Communal Option  105


14. What is the communal option and the Reba Place Fellowship? 











Chapter 13


Being in the World But Not of It


This is the capstone chapter of the book.  Read and enjoy.  





An important scriptural foundation of this text is Romans 12: 1-2.  I urge you therefore, brothers, by the mercies of God, to offer your bodies as a living sacrifice, holy and pleasing to God, your spiritual worship.  Do not conform yourself to this age but be transformed by the renewal of your mind, that you may discern what is the will of God, what is good and pleasing and perfect.


15. From p. 170  What does Halteman mean when he says that the capitalist system promotes pluralism?











16. From p. 170  What does Halteman mean when he says that the capitalist system promotes a hedonistic spirit?











17. From p. 170  What does Halteman mean when he says that the capitalist system glorifies individualism and self-serving?











18. From p. 170  What does Halteman mean when he says that the capitalist system promotes an egocentric world view?











19. Based on Figure 13.1, give two examples of Type A behavior (other than the examples provided in the text.











20. Based on Figure 13.1, give two examples of Type B behavior (other than the examples provided in the text.











21. Based on Figure 13.1, give two examples of Type C behavior (other than the examples provided in the text.











22. Contrast Figure 13.2 with Figure 13.1 to explain “selling out to the world.”











A Doctrine of Nonconformity  172


23. What is nonconformity?











24. How can nonconformity result in infiltration even when infiltration is not intended by the Christian?














The Beat of a Different Drummer  174


25. List the five areas, according to Halteman, where the Christian should be nonconformed in the dominant secular society we live in.
































	Restrained Consumption  174


26. Please summarize the nonconformity called for in the area of consumption.











	Ethical Standards   174


27. Be prepared to discuss each of 1-11 if presented to you.


	Stewardship of Creation  177


28. Please summarize the nonconformity called for in the area of stewardship of creation.











	Concern for the Disadvantaged  177


29. Please summarize the nonconformity called for in the area of concern for the disadvantaged.











	Thinking Globally  178


30. Please summarize the nonconformity called for in the area of thinking globally.








Costs and Benefits of Nonconformity  180


31. According to Halteman, can non-conforming be a hindrance to secular economic achievement? Explain.


