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Halteman, The Clashing Worlds of Economics and Faith

Study Questions for Chapters 3-5



Chapter 3

Biblical Background to Economic Thinking

Biblical Norms and Counterculture  38

1.  Explain Figure 3.1.  In your explanation, use the story of the book of Ruth.









Later Jewish Teaching 42  

2.  List the five limitations that Judaism places on economic activity.

a.



b.



c.



d.



e.



3  What was the religious reason for the Jewish preference for occupations in commerce over agriculture?







The Messianic Mission of Jesus  43  

4.  From the last paragraph on p. 43.  Was the Kingdom of God political in nature?  If not, what was its nature?







Chapter 4 

The Two-Kingdom Approach to the Bible



The Characteristics of the Kingdom  46

5. Summarize the basic point of the Ron Sider quote on page 48 regarding Christian institutions of higher education.









The Contrast of the Kingdoms  52

6.  Discuss Figure 4.1.









The Community of Faith and Kingdom Practice  55

7.  Figure 4.2 is an economic subset of Figure 4.1.  Discuss Figure 4.2.









8.  Should a Christian be comfortable in his or her secular economic involvement?  Explain.  See the last paragraph on page 54.  









Chapter 5 

Reading the Bible with Modern Glasses

Note:  Page 64 is an excellent summary of the basic points of this chapter.



Viewing Wealth as Productive Capital Is a New Idea  61

9.  In the pre-capitalist days when the Bible was written, what were the three uses of income?

	a.



	b.



	c.



10.  In the capitalist economy we live in, what is a fourth use of income or money?







11.  On page 65, the author states with regard to wealth, “The danger of idolatry is present at all times.”  What does he mean by this statement.









Scripture Condemns Hoarding Wealth  65  

12.  Summarize the main points.  






