
ALTHOUGH NAT KINSEY COMES FROM A FAMILY OF PREACHERS, EDUCATORS 
AND MUSICIANS, HE DECIDED TO PURSUE A DOUBLE MAJOR IN ACCOUNTING  
AND MANAGEMENT INFORMATION SYSTEMS (MIS) AFTER GRADUATING IN 2014 
FROM CLEMENTS HIGH SCHOOL IN SUGAR LAND, TEXAS.

“I had this love for numbers, so I made an economical decision,” he explained. “Being 
a Music major is great but as a good accountant would say, ‘I’m too risk averse’ to take a 
chance on my musical abilities. 

“What fascinated me about accounting was the ability to analyze and tell a 
company’s story through numbers,” he continued. “Anyone going into the workforce 
should take an Accounting and MIS course.”

Choosing where to attend college was easy because most of the staff at his home 
church, Sugar Land Baptist Church, attended Baylor University.

“I was kind of brainwashed from the beginning,” Kinsey said, jokingly. “A lot of my 
friends who I grew up with were going to Baylor.”

Besides immersing himself in Accounting and MIS courses for nearly four years, 
Kinsey plays bass guitar on the Harris Creek Baptist Church worship team, helps set up 
equipment for Vertical Ministries, runs half-marathons and plays disc golf in Cameron 
Park. He was also a dormitory community leader for two years.

During the summer of 2018, Kinsey took part in the Hankamer School  
of Business pilot KPMG Master of Accounting with Data and Analytics 

Program in which course participants helped develop  
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RUNNING SHOES 
Kinsey’s old running 

shoes, well-worn, half-
marathon veterans. 

BIBLE  
The Bible Kinsey has 

carried since becoming 
a Christian, a gift from 
his high school camp 

counselor.

UGANDAN PAINTING
An example of folk 
art collected during 

an Accounting 
Department-sponsored 

mission trip. 

FLYING DISCC  
One of several drivers 

Kinsey uses when 
playing disc golf in 

Cameron Park. 

PENNANT  
A “pointed” reminder 

of the influences 
that propelled 

Kinsey toward Baylor 
University. 

PHOTOGRAPH  
A photo of Kinsey’s 

great grandparents, the 
Rev. Calvin Newell Root 

and Grace Mae Van 
Wye Root. Root started 
more than 20 churches 
in Colorado in the early 

1900s. 

BASS GUITAR  
The Fender bass Kinsey 

plays in church. He’s 
been a bass player 

since 6th grade.

T-SHIRT  
Kinsey recently gained 
experience (and this 
t-shirt) during a joint 

program between 
Baylor and KPMG.

re
v
ie

w
 | 

22

bbr.baylor.edu/nat-kinsey

Forgoing a music career, Nat seeks instead  
             to empower others through accounting 

BY  /  ELEANOR HUNT

NAT KINSEY
SENIOR, ACCOUNTING AND MANAGEMENT  
INFORMATION SYSTEMS 
SUGAR LAND, TEXAS

and appraise 
various projects and 

assignments for the program, 
which launched in fall 2018. The 
program is designed to boost one’s 
data management and analytical skills, 
while affording access to proprietary 
technologies of the auditing and tax 
firm KPMG LLP. 

“The course enables accountants to 
provide a better service for their clients,” 
Kinsey related. “With data analytics, 
information can be collected and verified 
to help companies excel. Data analytics 
show trends and tell stories, which  
help businesses across all functions.  
By understanding how technology  
works, employees can harness the  
power of it. I’m looking forward to  
using the concepts in my job.”

After graduating in December 2018 
with a Master’s of Accountancy and a 
BBA degree, Kinsey will work for KPMG 
in Houston. His near-term goals include 

passing the CPA exam, learning 
the audit practice and applying his 
MIS knowledge to bridge the divide 
between auditors and technology experts.

Long term, Kinsey is determined to use 
his education altruistically. “I went on a 
mission trip to Uganda last year with the 
Accounting Department, and I fell in love 
with that culture and community,” he said. 
“We taught local pastors how to start and 
maintain small businesses to help end 
generational poverty.” 

He also participated in a mission trip 
to the United Kingdom in May 2018, 
where he led the development and 
implementation of information technology 
and data analytics systems for a small 
coffee shop opening a new location. 

“I’d like to use my business knowledge 
to help local businesses and people in 
third-world countries make a living and 
improve their lifestyles. I’m dreaming big,” 
Kinsey concluded.




