Tools for Economic Development
Economic development is the process of retaining, expanding, and attracting jobs, income and wealth in a manner that improves individual economic opportunities and the quality of human life.  This section of the web site provides links to educational resources, tools, and data designed to help community development educators, economic development professionals, and elected officials influence the economic development process for the benefit of the community. 

· Community Economic Profiles/Data Sources - Many Communities and Counties prepare fact sheets with relevant community and economic information. These county/community profiles come in a variety of shapes and sizes but this page provides links to County profiles, or data that you might want to include in a profile. Obviously, thought should be given to the intended audience for the profiles before making a decision about what to include in your community profile. This is not an exhaustive list but rather a short list of some of the better data sources on the web. 
· Community and Economic Development Toolbox  University of Wisconsin. The Community and Economic Development Toolbox is a web-based resource created to guide community groups through the process of preparing for economic development action. This tool was developed by the University of Wisconsin Extension Community Economic Development Preparedness Team and has links to many useful resources and tools developed by Extension.
· Community & Economic Development Toolbox, Penn State - Tools designed to help you address a number of important questions such as: What are the current employment conditions in your community, What parts of the local economy have been growing? Which industries have been declining, How does the local economy compare to other nearby economies? The state?, What are the factors leading to local employment growth? How do we identify new opportunities? This tool box was originally developed by Martin Shields who is now at Colorado State University. 
· Community Indicators - On-line templates that provide practical thought provoking information and stimulate discussion about significant community trends. The templates are designed to provide easy access to a variety of data about your community. They will also enable you to obtain similar data about other communities throughout the United States for comparison purposes.
