21st CENTURY CHRISTIANITY AND THE POSTMODERN CHURCH
(“Postmodernism” refers to the late-20th century movement of Western culture away from individualism and “objective truth” towards community and “subjective truth.”)
I. THE PROFILE OF FADING 20th CENTURY CHRISTIANITY 
1. Comfortable Christians: nice church facilities; social conformity; paid staff professionals; cafeteria of church programs; affluent lifestyles and neighborhoods, etc.

2. Academic-emphasis seminaries

3. Biblical literacy

4. Building the church around formal, permanent members

5. Cafeteria super-churches (something for everybody, including entertainment and recreation)

6. Church activities mainly on Sunday

7. Church secularization: consumerism/materialism; political activism; mega-churches with business corporation management styles; entertainment-emphasis; Christians with predominately secular (vs. sacrificing) lifestyles 

8. Competition between denominations and local churches

9. Consumerist churches (multiple programs, entertainment for multiple target groups, materialistic facilities, advertising/sloganism, etc.)

10. Creeds, theology, doctrine, dogma

11. Defining the Christian lifestyle mainly in terms of middle-class values and regular participation in church programs and activities

12. Denominationalism
13. Emphasis of the local church on “buildings and budgets” (ministry “in-reach”) more than ministry outreach to the un-churched and non-Christian

14. Families as the main building block of the local church

15. Individualism emphasized over community among most Christians

16. Intellectual theology and theology in general

17. Literal interpretation of the Bible

18. Membership homogeneity, especially relating to ethnicity, socio-economic status, and lifestyles

19. Pastor, church staff, and missionaries seen as “professional Christians,” “super-Christians,” and authority figures

20. Personal piety/legalism Christian lifestyle emphasis

21. Professionalized church staff

22. Routine, formal worship services

23. Seminary-credentialed pastors 

24. Stable congregations

25. Suburb churches with scattered, decentralized membership

II. TURN-OF-THE-CENTURY TRENDS REFLECTING CHRISTIAN POSTMODERNISM
1. Contemporary worship style

2. Denominational controversies over social issues (women pastors, homosexuality, global warming, vice-addiction, etc.) and intra-denomination fracturing and splits between officials 

3. Denominations ignoring or abandoning of historical denominational theology, creeds, and traditions

4. Erosion of denominational authority and influence over its clerical hierarchy and local churches

5. Growth boom of nondenominational, culturally diverse “megachurches”

6. Mergers of denominational factions as a means of artificial membership growth

7. Popularity among church-goers of “visiting around” in different local churches and church traditions and reluctance to “join” local congregations or attend church on a regular basis 

8. Popularity of church home “cell” (communal) groups

9. Rise of experimental “emergent” independent churches with an “experiential” (feelings-oriented spirituality) culture focused on “non-traditional” (un-churched, non-Christian, non-middle class, ethnically diverse) church attenders

10. Rising inter-denominational ecumenical cooperation to reduce “competitiveness” and share resources for efficiency

11. Shortages of seminary-licensed pastors and (unaffordable) denominational officials; ebbing capital assets (such as retreat centers, church schools, recreational facilities, etc.); declining seminary enrollments and closing/consolidation of seminaries 

12. Steady, significant declines in the memberships of “mainline” denominations

III. 20TH CENTURY CULTURAL CHANGES BEHIND THE
EMERGING POSTMODERN CHRISTIAN ERA
1. Convenient, universally-available contraception 

2. Feminist movement

3. Gay rights movement

4. Mixing church and state into conservative state and national politics

5. Morphing of “traditional morality” into “alternate lifestyle” political correctness (sexually-active cohabitation outside marriage; recreational drug use; Internet pornography; “lifestyle” abortion; etc.)

6. Political polarization of American culture 

7. Professional women

8. Secularization of the organized church (consumerism/materialism, commercialism, entertainment-emphasis, business management and marketing techniques, etc.)

9. Singles culture

10. Technology-sustained virtual relationships and “tribal communities” (MySpace, the “blogosphere,” “reality TV, etc.) as a substitute for traditional physical proximity relationships

11. Triumph of cultural postmodern (authority of self):  special interest activism; Internet community; “political-correctness”; institutional agenda-based public relations; entertainment-driven “news” via corporate entertainment conglomerates; “New Age spirituality”

12. Unisex culture

13. Universalism of pop culture and media icons

IV. 21st CENTURY POSTMODERNISM SOCIAL PROBLEMS 
1. Dysfunctional/broken families

2. Emotion-based Christianity

3. Existential “angst” emanating from lack of objective “truth,” proliferation of often incongruent lifestyles, agenda-driven institutions, and secularization of society 

4. Lack of trust/respect for authoritarian social institutions (government, military, public education, dogmatic religion, etc.)

5. Lifestyle conditioning wrought by the “Matrix” of pop culture, electronic media, consumerism, and online socializing
6. Physical/psychological/emotional psycho-social problems stemming from recreational vices, family instability, and institutional crises

V. CULTURAL PROFILE OF THE TRADITIONAL 20th CENTURY CHRISTIAN ORIENTATION
1. Christian service mainly as a part of local church programming

2. Comfortable Christianity: church members served by “in-reaching” church staff; evangelism mainly for pastors and missionaries; age-focused church programs; congregational homogeneity; uplifting and entertaining sermonizing and worship; fellowship, fun, and friends

3. Denominational loyalty

4. Family involvement in church

5. Homogenous make-up of the local church (“like kinds” attract)

6. Mainstream middle class lifestyle

7. Personal piety/morality

8. Professionalized and authoritative church staff

9. Regular church attendance and formal membership
10. Willingness to accept denominational doctrine and traditions 

11. Worship service formality

VI. THE EMERGING POSTMODERN 21st CENTURY CHRISTIAN ORIENTATION
1. Church as a “spiritual lab” for discipleship experimentation and open-minded relationship-building 

2. Church mainly as a place to worship, not as a ministry program “cafeteria” 

3. Compassionate towards and comfortable with “dysfunctional” people struggling with lifestyles and existential issues 

4. Cultural diversity (ethnically, socio-economic status, education/profession, etc.)

5. Emphasis on the “mysteries” of God over the creedal/doctrinaire God

6. Experiencing Christianity over rationally understanding and “proving” Christianity 

7. Grassroots community “pod” churches that are more “happenings” (informal, spontaneous, lay-dominated) than efficient “business corporations”

8. Non-cultural Christians (Christian commitment not based primarily family upbringing, social expectations, or habit) 

9. Non-nationalist or political agenda churches

10. Personalized/relational evangelism over programmatic or impersonal

11. Pluralistic, sometimes doctrinally “impure,” theological beliefs within the same church body, as well as pluralistic lifestyles

12. Polyglot “theological” focus on the non-denominational (“historical”) Jesus over the “official” icon Jesus of orthodox organized religion 

13. Psycho-social and spiritual outreach to those struggling with postmodern cultural dysfunctions

14. Relationships over programs

15. Reliance on lay leadership gifts over professional staff

16. Seekers (people who have a lot of questions and perhaps reservations, about Christianity) over “doctrinators” (“I’ve got my act together and my mind is made up”)

17. Tough love over Christian platitudes 

18. Unconditional love and acceptance of sinners over “straightening them out”

VII. DISSONANCE BETWEEN THE 20th & 21ST CENTURY CHRISTIAN ORIENTATIONS
	How postmodern Christianity is likely to be perceived from a 20th century perspective
	How 20th century Christianity is likely to be perceived from a  postmodern perspective 

	1. “Half-baked” or non-committal
	1.“God’s frozen people”

	2. “Flakey” (counter-culture), confused, or indecisive
	2.Traditional, closed-minded, old-fashioned, “out-of-it”

	3. Disorganized (haven’t got your Christian “act” together) or indecisive
	3.Judgmental, “holier-than-thou,” smug

	4. Counter-culture (“hippie”)
	4.“Cultural” Christians (“casual” Christians by family tradition and social habit)

	5. Emotional (“charismatic”)
	5.Insular, aloof from social minorities or the disadvantaged

	6. Dysfunctional or instable 
	6.Materialistic, comfortable

	7. Soft on “sin”
	7.Dogmatic, rigid, intellectual

	8. Politically-correct
	8.“Majoring in the minors” (shallow spiritual priorities)

	9. Dreamer, naïve, impractical
	9.“Jesus the radical wouldn’t be welcome in their status quo church”

	10.Immoral (“poor Christian witness”) or morally careless
	10.Uptight, over-organized, perfectionistic, managed like a corporation

	11. “Radical,” social activist, or “do-gooder”
	11.Ritualistic, routinized, going-through-the-motions

	12.Lack of respect for authority 
	12.Uncaring about social problems

	13.“Rough around the edges” or lax standards
	13.“Part of the problem instead of the solution”

	14.Non-patriotic
	14.Nationalistic, Republican, wealthy

	15. Inadequate respect for scripture
	15.Fundamentalist Bible worshippers
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