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MISCELLANEA
More than a quarter of all potatoes sold in the U.S. are turned into fries, which are McDonald’s largest volume item.  At Burger King, 90% of all customers order fries. 

The 3 longest rivers in the world are the: 

        A. Nile (4,132 miles) 

        B. Amazon (3,900 miles) and 

        C. Mississippi (3,860) miles. 
The four largest nations geographically are the USA, Canada, Brazil and China. 
The words tsangpo, sungai, stroom, song, shatt, myit, nahr, kong, fluss, fleuve, flume, batang, and alf all mean river. 
Percent of world religions:  Christianity:  32%; Islam: 17%; Nonreligious: 17%; Hindu: 14%; Buddhist: 6%; Confucian: 5%; atheistic: 4% 
The Driest Place on Earth:
Atacama, on the Pacific cost of north central Chile,  (less than 1/16 of an inch of precipitation annually) 
The Highest Point:
Mount Everest (29,078 feet, in the eastern Himalayas , between Tibet and Nepal ) 
The Lowest Point on Land:
The shores of the Dead Sea (1,312 feet below sea level in Israel and Jordan ) 
Oceans: 4 The Pacific Ocean alone is larger in area than all the land in the world combined: 64,186,300 square miles and 3,496,000,000,000,000,000,000 gallons 
Number of Seas: 32 
The Deepest Point in the Oceans: The Mariana Trench (35,810 feet in the western Pacific) 
Most Populated City: Toyko 
Most Plentiful Metallic Element: Aluminum 
Largest Crop: Rice 
Running through the middle of the Pacific Ocean, at 180 degrees longitude, is the International Date Line.  The line is always perplexing to travelers who get consumed in the intricacies of the construct of time.  Here’s the short version: When you cross the line while traveling west, you add a day ( 6 p.m. Monday becomes 6 p.m. Tuesday).  When you cross the line while traveling east, you subtract a day (6 p.m. Tuesday becomes 6 p.m. Monday). 
The severity of quakes is usually measured on the Richter scale.  On this scale, every whole-number increase is equal to ten times the earthquake’s magnitude. A Seven on the Richter scale represents an earthquake ten times as powerful as a six. A nine on the scale has never been recorded—an earthquake of that magnitude would result in virtually total destruction. 
The Seven Natural Wonders of the World. Mount Everest, Victoria Falls, in eastern Africa; the Grand Canyon, the Great Barrier Reef, skirting Australia’s east coast; the northern lights (or aurora borealis), Paricutin, volcano in west-central Mexico, and the Rio de Janeiro harbor. 
At one point on the Antarctica ice plateau, the ice thickness has been measured at 15,670 feet.  To put this measurement in perspective, consider that the tallest building in the United States is the Sears Tower in Chicago, at 1,454 feet.  The depth of Antarctic ice is, therefore, more than ten times the height of the Sears tower. 
THE MAIN DIFFERENCES BETWEEN THE POLES 
A. One is north, and the other is south.  The poles are 180 degrees apart, on opposite   sides of the glove—as far apart as you can get on earth. 
B. No polar bears live on Antarctica. 
C. The South Pole is on land; the North Pole is in the middle of an ocean. 
D. Santa lives only at the North Pole (apparently he’s a seafaring sort of elf). 
E. Although they’re both cold, the South Pole is considerably colder than the North Pole. 
F. The South Pole is almost entirely covered by glacial ice; the North Pole has nary a glacier. 
H. Antarctica has a mountain more than 16,000 feet high and a depression more than 8,000 feet deep.  The North Pole is pretty much at a sea level. 
No national claims to have the North Pole have been made, although many countries have claimed. 
J. Several “permanent” stations exist on Antarctica, though only temporary floating stations exist at the North Pole. 
THE MAIN SIMILARITIES BETWEEN THE NORTH AND SOUTH POLES: 
Both are located at 90 degrees latitude (ignore the fact that one’s north latitude and one’s south. 
During the winter, the sun never rises in either place. 
During the summer, the sun never sets in either place.  Both have lots of ice and snow. 
If you stand on either pole, no matter which you face, you can travel in only one direction (only south from the North Pole and only north from the South Pole). 
Seals live on both poles. 
Both are extremely cold. 
Neither pole has trees. 
You can forget about using your magnetic compass in either place. 
The earth’s lowest temperature was recorded at Vostok Station, Antarctica. On July 21, 1983, the temperature dropped to 129 degrees below zero F. (If you spit while you’re there, it will freeze before it hits the ground!) 
If the earth’s polar ice caps were to melt the mean seal level would rise by about sixty miles, a catastrophe that would submerge half the world’s population. 
Nations that have the least amount of financial openness:  China, Russia, Indonesia, Turkey, South Korea.  Nations with the greatest amount of financial transparency: Singapore, United States, Chile, Britain, Hong Kong. 
Most visited global destinations:  France, Spain, United States, Italy, Britain,   China, and Mexico.  Least visited destinations:  Japan, Croatia, South Korea, Tunisia, Argentina, and Indonesia. 
Taiwan’s share of global computer hardware markets:  scanners (96%); mother boards (65%); monitors (58%); notebook PCs (38%); CD-ROM drives (36%); desktop PCs (22%). 
Most valuable global brand names (by sales and market value):  Coca Cola, Microsoft, IBM, General Electric, Ford, Disney, Intel, McDonalds, AT&T, Marlboro. 
Highest adult illiteracy rates in developing nations:  Pakistan (50% illiterate); Egypt (48%); India (45%); China (20%).  Highest literacy rates in the developing world: Russia , Hungary , Argentina , South Korea , and Philippines . 
Highest percentage of women in elected federal government positions: Sweden (41%), Denmark, (34%), Netherlands, (28%), Germany (22%). 
Highest global housing prices (based on percent of family disposal income devoted to housing):  Japan (32%), Germany (19%), Ireland (17%), Netherlands (16%). The cost of housing in the United States is 9% of family disposable income. 
Highest percentage of undernourished population:  Somalia (78%), Afghanistan (72%), Haiti (62%), Mozambique (58%), North Korea (57%). The lowest percentage of undernourished population within developing countries:   Chile (3%), Mexico (2%), Russia (2%), Indonesia (2%). 
Highest household saving rates:  Japan (17%), Belgium (15%), France (14%), Ireland (12%), Germany (11%).  The U.S. rate is 3%. 
Highest child mortality rates:  Angola (30%), Niger (28%), Afghanistan (21%), Zambia (20%).  Lowest rates for the developing world:  Cuba , Malaysia , Russia , Libya . 
Best overall environments for conducting business:  Hong Kong, Britain, Netherlands, Singapore, United States, and Canada.  Worst environments in the developed world:  Hungary, South Korea, Thailand, Israel, Japan. 
Nations with the greatest income inequality:  Sierra Leone, Guatemala, Guinea-Bissau, Paraguay, Panama, Brazil, South Africa, Colombia. Lowest income inequality nations:  Slovakia, Czech Republic, Austria, Norway, Finland, Hungary. 
Nations with the highest international debt:  Brazil , Mexico , China , South Korea , Indonesia , Russia , Argentina , India , Thailand . 
Greatest economic freedom:  Hong Kong, Singapore, Taiwan, Czech Republic, Chile, South Korea, Malaysia, Thailand.  Lowest economic freedom:  China, India, Russia, Venezuela, Egypt, Brazil, Mexico, Colombia. 
Highest income tax rates:  Netherlands (60%), Denmark (59%), Finland (58%), Sweden (57%), Belgium (56%). 
Nations with the most global 500 corporations:  United States (172), Japan (112), Germany (42), France (38), Britain (35). 
Cities with most hours worked per year:  Santiago, Chile (2,250); Kuala Lumpur, Malaysia (2,180); Bogotá, Colombia (2,080); Hong Kong (2,160); Taipei, Taiwan (2,150).  Lowest working hours per year:  Paris (1,600); Frankfurt (1,650); Helsinki (1,690); Oslo (1,700). 
Nations where companies are least likely to pay bribes:  Sweden , Australia , Canada , Austria , Switzerland , Netherlands , U.K. , Belgium , Germany , United States .  Nations in which companies are most likely to pay bribes:  China and Hong Kong, South Korea, Taiwan, Italy, Malaysia, Japan, France, Spain. 
Oldest populations:  Japan, Italy, Germany, Greece, Belgium, Spain, Britain. Youngest populations:  Philippines, Egypt, Malaysia, Indonesia, India, Mexico. 
Least corrupt nations:  Denmark, Finland, Sweden, Canada, Singapore, Switzerland.  Most corrupt nations:  Cameroon, Nigeria, Indonesia, Russia, India, Turkey, Brazil, Italy, and South Africa. 
Highest oil consumption per person:  United States (25 barrels annually per person); Japan (17); EU (13); Britain (11); Latin America (4); emerging Asia (2.5). 
Cost of living index (New York =100):  Tokyo (160), Belgrade (124), Hong Kong (123), Seoul (110), and Taipei (105).  Least expensive cities:  Karachi (48), Manila (47), Budapest (46), Bangkok (53). 
Highest percent of foreign population as citizens:  Australia (22%), Switzerland (18%), Austria (8%), Germany (7%).  Lowest foreign population: Japan (3%), Spain (4%), Italy (5%). 
Nations with greatest overall business risk:  Iraq, Myanmar (Burma), Kenya, Indonesia, Pakistan, Russia.  Nations with lowest business risk:   Singapore, Hong Kong, Chile, Botswana, and United Arab Emirates. 
Highest quality of life cities:  Zurich , Vancouver , Sydney , Geneva , Copenhagen , Frankfurt , Stockholm , Amsterdam , San Francisco , Brussels , Tokyo , Paris .  Lowest quality of life:  Moscow , Beijing , Mexico City, Cairo , Bangkok , Rio De Janeiro 
To convert temperatures in Fahrenheit to Celsius, subtract 32 from the Fahrenheit temperature, multiply by 5, and divide by 9.  Celsius into Fahrenheit: multiply by 9, divide by 5, and add 32. 
Vietnam pirates more software than any other nation: 97%.  China pirates 95% of all the software they use; Indonesia pirates 92%.  Next n order of piracy are Russia (92%), Bolivia (90%), Thailand (88%), and Greece (82%). About 22% of software is pirated in the USA . 
France relies on nuclear power more than any other nation (75% of total electrical usage), followed by Belgium (58%), Sweden (42%), Slovakia (41%), and South Korea (39%).  The Netherlands are lowest in the world (6%), Mexico (8%), Canada (16%), and the USA (20%). 
Nations with the oldest workforces (% of men working past the age of 60): Niger (84% of working men are over 60; Uganda ( 81%); Kenya (79%); Indonesia (59%); Iceland (50%) 
Executions in 2000 per million population: Singapore = 21 executions per million people; Egypt = 48; USA = 85; Saudi Arabia = 123; China = 1000 
Population density in 2000 measured by number of people per square mile: Singapore = 6587 people per square mile; South Korea = 479; Netherlands = 469; India = 342; Japan = 337; Israel = 302; Britain = 247; China = 135; USA = 31; Brazil = 20; Chile = 20; Argentina = 14; Russia = 9; Canada = 3; Australia = 2. 
Projected population in millions for 2015: Tokyo = 26 million projected; Mexico City = 18; Sao Paulo = 17.8; Mumbai, India = 18.1; Shanghai, China = 17; New York = 16.6; Lagos, Nigeria = 13.4; Buenos Aires = 12.6; Dhaka, Bangladesh = 12.3 
Births per 1000 population projected for the 2000-2005 period: Pakistan = 37 births per 1000 people; Indonesia = 20; Brazil = 19; USA = 12; Japan = 9; Eastern Europe = 8; Russia = 7; Ukraine = 6. 
Life expectancy for males projected for the 2000-2005 period: Japan = 78 years of age; Britain = 76; USA = 74; Poland = 69; Indonesia = 66; Brazil = 64; Eastern Europe = 63; Pakistan = 62; Russia = 59 
The world’s longest underwater mountain range is the Mid-Atlantic Ridge, extending from Iceland almost to Antarctica, down the center of the Atlantic Ocean. 
The world’s largest saltwater lake:  the Caspian Sea, straddling Europe and Asia. 
The equator crosses South America and Africa 
Antarctica’s mountains are an extension of South America’s Andes and complete the broken chain of mountains that begin with the Rockies in northern Canada, become Mexico’s Sierra Madre, and continue through Central America to meet the Andes in Colombia.  If the ice melted, the mountains would actually be islands. 
Approximately 90 percent of the world’s ice and snow can be found in Antarctica. 
The most desolate place on Earth, Antarctica is the only continent that has no flowering plants, no grasses, no large mammals, and no permanent population. 
Polynesia is a region of many islands (thus the poly, meaning “many”) with a common history and culture.  It includes Tonga, Easter, Western Samoa, American Samoa, Pitcairn, Tuvalu, and French Polynesia island groups concentrated east of Indonesia.  New Zealand’s Cook Islands, Tokelau Islands, and Niue also make up Polynesia, as do New Zealand itself and the Hawaiian Islands. 
In 1867 the United States government purchased Alaska from Russia for $7.2 million, at a price of two cents per acre.  The territory was admitted to the Union as the forty-ninth state in 1959. 
Lithuania, Latvia, and Estonia are collectively known as the Baltic States. 
Siberia is home to more than three-quarters of the world’s reindeer, but they can also be found in Canada, Lapland, and Alaska. 
Canada’s 480-square-mile Hudson Bay is the world’s largest bay. 
Manitoulin Island, on the Canadian side of Lake Huron, at 1,068 square miles, is the world’s largest island in a lake.  The island encloses more than 100 lakes, of which 41.09-square-mile.  Manitou Lake is the world’s largest lake within a lake. 
Lassen Peak (10,453 feet) in California is one of the two active volcanoes in the continuous United States, its last activity occurred between 1914 and 1917. 
Mt. St. Helens in southwestern Washington, spewed smoke, ash, and debris in 1980. Other volcanoes include: Mt. Hood (Oregon; Mt. Mazanma (Oregon) Mt. Rainier (Washington); and Mt. Baker (Washington), which has been steaming since 1975 but shows no signs of pending eruption. 
The U.S. didn’t always look the same as it does today.  At first there were just the original colonies.  In the early 1800s, Congress authorized the acquisition of additional territories, a process that continued into the mid-twentieth century with the Northern Marianas and Marshall Islands. 
The first of these additions was the Louisiana Purchase in 1803.  The U.S. government paid France $15 million for 831,321 square miles of land, extending from the Gulf of Mexico to British America (now known as Canada) and from the Mississippi River to the Rocky Mountains.  Florida was acquired in 1822.  The 69,866-square-mile tract was purchased from Spain for $5 million.  Then came the following: 
Texas, 1845, An area of 384,958 square miles was added when the United States annexed the Republic of Texas on July 5, 1845.  The territory became a state the following December. 
Oregon, 1846.  Following the Oregon Treaty, resolving disputes between American settlers and the Hudson Bay Company, England dropped its claim to a 283,439-square-mile area.  The treaty extended the border at 49o north latitude to the Pacific Ocean. 
C. Mexican Cession, 1848.  When settlers started moving north from Mexico, Texas land   came under dispute.  President James K. Polk ordered that the land be seized, touching off the Mexican War, which lasted from 1846 to 1848.  In February 1848 a treaty was signed in which Mexico agreed to cede claims to Texas, California, Arizona, New Mexico,  Nevada, Utah, and parts of Wyoming and Colorado.  The U.S. assumed $3 million in American claims and paid Mexico $15 million. 
D. Gadsden Purchase , 1853.  Following negotiations by James Gadsden, U.S. minister to Mexico, the United States paid Mexico $10 million for 29,640 acres of land that are not   part of New Mexico and Arizona.  Texas had claimed sovereignty over this same territory after it won independence from Mexico. 
E. Alaska , 1867.  Russia sold 591,004 square miles to the United States for $7.2 million. 
The site of world’s first planned capital city, Washington, D.C. , was chosen in 1790 and encompassed a 100-square-mile area on the Potomac River .  Virginia contributed about 30 percent of the land for the establishment of the capital and Maryland provided 70 percent.  Virginia’s portion was returned to the state in 1846. 
Snake River Canyon (Hell’s Canyon), on the boundary between Idaho and Oregon, is the world’s deepest ravine, at 7,900 feet. 
Los Angeles, California , is the world’s only major city with a mountain range running through its center. 
Washington’s Olympia Peninsula is the rainiest place in the contiguous United States, followed closely by southern Louisiana. 
The world’s shortest river, the D, connects Devil’s Lake in Oregon with the Pacific Ocean.  At low tide it’s only 440 feet long. 
Christopher Columbus discovered several Caribbean islands, including Cuba and Puerto Rico, from 1493 to 1496. 
. Hernán Cortés conquered the Aztecs between 1519 and 1521, establishing Mexico City on the site of the Aztec capital.  This became the ruling center for all of New Spain, which eventually extended north, far into the present-day United States. 
Central America is geographically considered the southern portion of North America. 
Cuba gained its independence from Spain primarily through the intervention of the United States, which went to war with Spain in 1889 following the sinking of the battleship USS Maine in Havana harbor.  By the terms of the treaty ending the Spanish-American War, Cuba became an independent republic under American protection. 
U.S. states with Indian names: 
Alabama, from the name of a tribe in the Creek confederacy 
Alaska, the Russian version of the Aleutian (or Eskimo) word meaning “peninsula,” “great lands,”  or “land that is not an island” 
Illinois, from the Algonquin word meaning “warriors” or “men”
         Michigan, from the Chippewa word meaning “great water,” referring to Lake Michigan 
Mississippi, from the Chippewa word meaning “great river”; the Algonquin word messipi also means “great river” 
Wisconsin, believed to be Chippewa for “grassy place”. 
Tennessee, from the name of Cherokee villages on the Little Tennessee River. 
Texas was used by Caddo and other Native American tribes to mean “friend” or “ally.”  (The Texas state motto, in fact, is “friendship.”) 
Other state names based on Native American languages include Connecticut, from Mohican and other Algonquin words meaning “long river place” 
Dakota (North and South) is a Sioux word meaning “friend” or “ally” 
Idaho is a Kiowa Apache term for the Comanche, according to one theory, although it may also be a coined word with an invented meaning (“gem of the mountains”) 
Kansas, Sioux for “south wind people” 
Massachusetts, from the name of a tribe named after “large hill place” 
Minnesota, a Sioux word meaning “cloudy water” or “sky-tinted water” for the Minnesota River 
Missouri, an Algonquin word meaning “muddy water,” referring to the Missouri River 
Nebraska, from an Omaha or Otos word meaning “broad water” or “flat river,” describing the Platte River 
Ohio, an Iroquois word meaning “fine or good river” 
There are about 25 active or potentially active volcanoes in Chile and Colombia alone.  The world’s highest volcano, Guallatiri (19,900 feet), is in Chile. 
Bolivia & Paraguay are the only two landlocked countries in South America. 
Brazil, Colombia, and Ecuador are crossed by the equator. 
Chile and Ecuador are the only 2 South American nations that don’t border Brazil. 
After nearly 70 years of Communism, the Union of Soviet Socialist Republics officially ceased to exist in December 1991, when 11 former Soviet republics constituted themselves as the Commonwealth of Independent States.  On the verge of civil war, the Republic of Georgia did not participate in the formation of the Commonwealth, although it did send an observer to the negotiations.  The Baltic States also chose not to join after they finally gained international recognition of their independence.  Estonia, Latvia, and Lithuania did not want any ties with the former Soviet republics. 
The Commonwealth of Independent States does not unite the republics into a single nation with a central government.  Initially formed by the Slavic republics of Belarus (formerly Byelorussia), Russia, and Ukraine, it is a loose association of sovereign nations dedicated, in large part, to reversing the political and economic chaos that developed in recent years.  The top governmental body is a council of heads of state and government, assisted by committees of republic ministers in such areas as defense and economics. 
The independent states officially recognized as founders of the Commonwealth include the Republic of Armenia, the Azerbaijani Republic, the Republic of Belarus, the Republic of Kazakhstan, the Republic of Kyrgyzstan, the Republic of Moldova, the Russian Federation, the Republic of Tajikistan, Turkmenistan, the Republic of Uzbekistan, and Ukraine.  (Although much of the Commonwealth officially extends into Asia, we are including discussion of all of the republics here.) 
Hawaii is actually a 1,500–mile-long chain of islands, the tops of submerged volcanic mountains, with a total land area of more than 6,400 square miles.  The U.S. state of Hawaii officially includes the eight major islands—Hawaii, Oahu, Maui, Kauai, Niihau, Lanai, Molokai, and Kahoolawe.  The more than 100 northwestern Hawaiian Islands (except for Midway) are an administrative part of Hawaii.  The island of Kauai is the wettest spot in the United States, with an annual rainfall of 444 inches.  The state capital, Honolulu, is on the island of Oahu. 
Every day 16 million barrels of oil are exported by the Middle East, enough to fill a soft drink can with oil for everyone on earth, or to power every motor vehicle on earth for 25 miles. 
The oldest nations in the world (based on percentage of people 60 and over as a % of the total population): Italy (25% aged 60 or over); Japan (23%); Germany (22.5%); Greece (22%); Sweden (21%).  About 17% of the USA population is 60 or over.  The youngest nations in the world are: Niger (3% over 60); Uganda (4%), Kenya (4.5%); Egypt (7%). 
AIDS global statistics: A recent UN study predicts that 70 million people will die of AIDS by 2020.  Thus far, there have been 20 million worldwide deaths and there are currently 40 million known cases.  In southern African nations, 20% of adults are HIV positive.  In Botswana and Zimbabwe, over 35% of pregnant women are HIV positive.  The number of cases of AIDS in southern Africa will double in just 5 years, to a total of 60 million.  Only 4% of AIDS patients currently receive medicine, and $10 billion will be needed annually (primarily from the richest nations) to medicate those who already have the disease. 
Starvation in sub-Saharan Africa is also a major social problem.  The worst hit nations are Zambia, Malawi, Zimbabwe, and Angola.  In Zimbabwe, half of the population (6 million) will depend on food aid sometime during 2002, and 5 million of these need help immediately.  Three million in Malawi require immediate food aid .Zambia not only has trouble feeding its own citizens, but 300,000 political refuges from Angola and Congo have been uprooted and lack the means to produce food.  Malawi’s government is highly corrupt, like most governments in the region, and recently stole 167 tons of emergency grain. 
The 9 largest companies in the world (2202): Wal-Mart, Exxon-Mobil, GM, British Petroleum, Ford, Daimler Chrysler, Shell, GE, Toyota, Mitsubishi 
Highest and lowest rankings on the Human Rights Index (life expectancy, education, per capita income, etc.): Highest ranked in the world (in descending order): Norway , Sweden , Canada , Belgium , Australia , USA , France , Britain , Germany , Hong Kong .  Lowest ranked in the world (from lowest to next lowest, etc.): Sierra Leone, Tanzania, Botswana, India, South Africa, Equatorial Guinea, China, and Turkey) 
National statistics for percent of children born to unwed parents: Iceland (65%), Sweden (55%), Denmark (48%), France (42%), Britain (40%), Finland (38%), USA (33%).  The 3 lowest are: Japan (1%), Greece (5%), Italy (9%) 
The 27 least developed nations in the world are all in Africa. 
Former colonies of the United Kingdom include: the USA , India , Hong Kong , Singapore , Rhodesia ( Zimbabwe ), Australia , New Zealand , Malaysia , South Africa , and much of East Africa . 
As the direct result of mandatory birth control in China over the past 20 years, there are currently 117 boys born for every 100 girls. This gender ration is even more lopsided in certain areas of China, such as in southern Hainan province, where there are 135 boys for every girl. This has resulted in a current shortage of 50 million females.  Shortage of marriage partners for men has become a significant problem in many rural areas of China.  In numerous villages, 80% of children between the ages of 5-10 are boys, giving rise to the new social problem of “incest villages.”  In 1990, female births were down 500,000 compared with 1980.  In 2000, there were 900,000 fewer registered female births. Sonograms has made it much easier to detect the gender of fetuses and hence to abort females.
In 2002, average life expectancy in 16 African nations was at least 10 years lower than it would have been without AIDS.  HIV/AIDS is also exacerbating Africa’s food crisis, threatening about 38 million people with starvation.
Though Africa carries the greatest burden of disease, the epidemic is growing fastest in Eastern Europe and Central Asia, where it is linked to intravenous drug use, high unemployment, and crumbling public health facilities.  In Russia, up to 90 percent of registered infections are due to drug use.
Nearly 4 million people are infected in India.  In all, China reports an estimated 1 million infections, with drug use and heterosexual transmission continuing the spread.
Only 4 percent of those who need treatment in low- and middle-income countries receive it.  The price of anti-retrovirals has fallen dramatically, from $10,000-12,000 a year per person in early 2000 to $350 by December 2001.  The world’s poorest, however, cannot afford even this.
Global cigarette production fell to 5.6 trillion pieces in 2002, a decrease of 0.5 percent over 2001.  Per capita output to 897 cigarettes per person a year.
Of the more than 1.1 billion smokers world wide, 82 percent live in low- or middle-income countries.  Between high population growth and aggressive tobacco marketing campaigns in these regions, most of the growth in smoking is expected to occur in these nations—a development that will increasingly burden public health systems already straining from a lack of resources and from diseases like AIDS.
Currently, smoking kills 4.9 million people a year—one in 10 adult deaths—from a range of illnesses that includes heart disease, various forms of cancer, and stroke.  By 2030, experts foresee smoking becoming the leading cause of death, responsible for 10 million deaths a year—of which 7 of every 10 would occur in low- or middle-income countries.
In the United States, cigarettes cost $76 billion a year in health care expenditures and another $82 billion in lost productivity.  
In 1960, the per capita gross domestic product (GDP) in the 20 richest countries was 18 times that in the 20 poorest countries, according to the World Bank.  By 1995 the gap between the richest and poorest nations had more than doubled—to 37 times.
Between 1980 and the late 1990s, inequality also increased within 48 of 73 countries for which good data are available, including China, Russia and the United States.
Inequality remained constant in 16 countries and decreased in only 9:  France, Norway, the Bahamas, Honduras, Jamaica, Malaysia, Tunisia, South Korea, and the Philippines.
The most dramatic surges in inequality have occurred in nations in transition from Communist rule to market-based economies.
Of all high-income nations, the United States has the most unequal distribution of income, with over 30 percent of income in the hands of the richest 10 percent and only 1.8 percent going to the poorest 10 percent.
The richest 5 percent of the population has experienced the greatest percentage gain in income, and within that group, the top 1 percent gained more than the next 4 percent.
The difference between the compensation of corporate chief executive officers (CEOs) and the pay of factory workers is gaping and growing steadily in the United States.  In 2001, executives of surveyed corporations in the United States made more than $11 million—some 350 times as much as the average factory worker.  And this earnings differential grew more than fivefold between 1990 and 2001.
Today, the U.S. gap is at least 10 times greater than the differential in other industrial nations, where tax laws and cultural norms have prevented huge increases in executive pay.
The average executive compensation of $11 million in the United States compares with the average pay of factory workers of $31,260.
Cannabis is by far the most widely grown, sold, and consumed illicit drug.  It is cultivated in an estimated 120 countries, compared with 35 countries where opium poppies are grown and just 6 with coca production.
Coca—a bush whose leaves, which are used to make cocaine is grown primarily in Colombia, Peru, and Bolivia.  These three nations produce 98 percent of  the world’s cocaine, and Colombia alone is responsible for over 75 percent of global production.
In 2001, however, Afghan production plummeted by 94 percent—from 3,276 to 185 tons—after the ruling Taliban banned poppy cultivation.  As a result, production at the global level dropped by 65 percent, from 4,700 tons to 1,600 tons.  More recently, opium growers have taken advantage of the power vacuum created by the fall of Taliban regime and the U.S.-led war to once again make that nation the world’s largest producer of opium poppies—with an estimated production of 3,400 tons in 2002.
With recent instability in Afghanistan, the “Golden Triangle” of Southeast Asia, defined by Myanmar, Laos, and northern Thailand, has reemerged as an important opium production center.
Analysts estimate global illicit drug sales at between $300 billion and $500 billion each year, compared with just over $300 billion in annual drug sales for the pharmaceutical industry.  In some countries the illegal drug trade generates more money than any other single legal industry.  In Colombia and Mexico, for instance, drug exports rival revenues from oil, the top legal export.  Bolivia’s estimated coca and cocaine exports in the early 1990s were half the size of the nation’s total legal exports.  A 1998 estimate found that marijuana was the fourth most lucrative crop in the United States, after corn, soybeans, and hay, and the biggest grossing crop in several states.
The largest profits in the drug business come at the retail end, with an estimated 90 percent or more of the final sale price going to local dealers and often a minuscule share going to the farmer.
In Mexico, many farmers are turning to opium or marijuana because their corn and other crops cannot compete with cheaper imported food.
An estimated 2-5 percent of Peru’s work force and between 8 and 17 percent of Bolivia’s work force—in other words, hundreds of thousands of people—are directly employed in drug production or processing.  One analysis, suggests this share approaches 50 percent in Colombia’s centers of coca production.
185 million people worldwide use drugs each year, roughly 4.3 percent of the population over the age of 15.  This includes at least 147 million marijuana users and roughly 13 million users of cocaine and heroin.  Use tends to be highest among men, single people, the unemployed, and people aged 15 to 35.
North America and Western Europe remain the first and second largest markets respectively, for illegal drugs.
At the beginning of 2002, roughly one out of every 300 persons on Earth—19.8 million people in all—were classified as “people of concern.”  Of this total, 12 million were officially recognized as refugees.
The other nearly 8 million included 940,800 asylum seekers, 462,700 returned refugees, 5.3 million internally displaced persons (IDPs), 241,000 returned IDPs, and 1 million others “of concern.”  50 million people were environmental refugees.
Developing countries produced 86 percent of the world’s refugees over the past decade, but at the same time they also provided asylum for 72 percent of the global refugee population.  Asia hosted the largest overall refugee population (5.8 million).
Acupuncture is provided by 77 percent of the pain clinics in Germany; in the United Kingdom, 46 percent of doctors, recommend patients get acupuncture elsewhere or perform it themselves.
At the end of 2001, an estimated 13.4 million, children under the age of 15 in Africa, Asia, and Latin America and the Caribbean had lost a parent to AIDS.
By 2010, the number of children orphaned by AIDS is projected to reach 25 million.  Most of these children—20 million of them—will live in sub-Saharan Africa.
Botswana and Zimbabwe will be the hardest hit by 2010, with orphans due to AIDS accounting for nearly 90 percent of all children who have lost a parent; in Lesotho, Namibia, Swaziland, and Zambia, the figure is expected to top three quarters.
Projections for Asia indicate that by 2010, orphans due to AIDS will number 4.3 million, accounting for 7.5 percent of all orphans.
In 1999, two thirds of 57,000 people polled in 60 countries…believed that their country was not governed by the will of the people.  Three fourths of citizens in Central and Eastern Europe believed that most or all of their public officials were corrupt.
A study of transition economies in Eastern Europe and Central Asia found that gross domestic investment averaged 20 percent less in countries with high corruption compared with countries with medium levels of corruption.
A parliamentary committee in the Philippines calculated in 2002 that corruption costs that government some $1.9 billion annually—twice the size of the national education budget.  The World Bank estimates the cost of corruption in Colombia at $2.6 billion a year.
In Indonesia, a recent study found that many of the logging concessions, covering more than half of the nation’s total forest area, were awarded by former President Suharto to relatives and political allies, that at least 16 million hectares of natural forest were approved for conversion to plantations, in direct contradiction of existing laws, and that corrupt officials allowed illegal logging, that accounted for some 65 percent of total supply in 2000.
In oil-rich Nigeria and Angola, public officials have used oil money for arms, and for personal gain.  In July 2002, the family of Nigeria’s former dictator Sani Abacha agreed to return some $1.2 billion that he took from Nigeria’s central bank.
Since World War II…an estimated 170 million people have died in 250 conflicts.  From April to July 1994…some 800,000 Rwandans—roughly 10 percent of that country’s population—were murdered during ethnic violence between Hutus and Tutsis.  An estimated 10,000 ethnic Albanians were killed in Kosovo by the armed forces of the Federal Republic of Yugoslavia, from March to early June 1999.  On August 30, 1999, East Timor voted in favor of independence from Indonesia; following the vote, militia forces massacred hundreds, and possibly thousands, of East Timorese.  And about 300,000 people perished under the rule of Idi Amin, the de facto President of Uganda from 1971 to 1979.
World military expenditures amounted to a conservatively estimated $839 billion in 2001,…this works out to $2.3 billion each day—almost $100 million an hour.
World military spending amounted to $137 per capita in 2001.  More than three quarters of the total is spent by just 15 countries.  The United States is now the world’s sole military colossus, accounting for 36 percent of all military spending—as much as the next nine biggest spenders combined.
The other nine countries can be grouped into two tiers.  The first includes Russia, France, Japan, and the United Kingdom—together accounting for 21 percent of world spending.  The second encompasses Germany, China, Saudi Arabia, Italy, and Brazil—with a combined 15 percent share.
The most militarized countries—with the highest per capita spending—are located in the Middle East.  States in that region imported close to $190 billion worth of weapons from 1990 to 2001; Saudi Arabia and other Persian Gulf states accounted for almost two thirds of that sum.
CURRENCY NAMES 

Baht: Thailand 
Bolivar: Venezuela 
Duetsche mark: Germany 
Dinar: Bahrain, Jordan, Kuwait 
Dirham: United Arab Emirates 
Dollar: US, Canada, New Zealand, Taiwan, Hong Kong, Singapore 
Drachma: Greece 
Escudo: Portugal 
Franc: France, Belgium, and Switzerland 
Forint: Hungary 
Guilder: Netherlands 
Koruna: Czech Republic 
Krona: Sweden 
Krone: Denmark, Norway 
Lira: Italy 
Mark: Germany 
Markka: Finland 
Peseta: Spain 
Peso: Mexico 
Pound: United Kingdom, Lebanon, and Ireland 
Punt: Ireland 
Rand: South Africa 
Real: Brazil 
Renminbi: China 
Ringgit: Malaysia 
Riyal: Saudi Arabia 
Rupee: India, Sri Lanka 
Rupiah: Indonesia 
Schilling: Austria 
Shekel: Israel 
Sucre: Ecuador 
Won: South Korea 
Yen: Japan 
Zloty: Poland 
  
THE EASY WAY TO UNDERSTAND WORLD ECONOMIC SYSTEMS 

1. Socialism: You have two cows.  Give one to your neighbor. 
2 Communism: You have two cows. Give both cows to the government, and they may give you some of the milk. 
3. Fascism: You have two cows.  You give all of the milk to the government, and the government sells it. 
4. Nazism: You have two cows. The government shoots you and takes both cows. 
5. Anarchism: You have two cows.  Keep both of the cows, shoot the government agent, and steal another cow. 
6. Capitalism: You have two cows.  Sell one cow and buy a bull. 
EXAMPLES OF RECENT INTERNATIONAL MERGERS AND JOINT VENTURES 
Note: > indicates corporate takeover/buyout        + indicates a voluntary joint venture between companies 
Vodafone Air-Touch (British, mobile phone company) > Germany’s Mannesmann = world’s largest mobile phone company.  Vodafone also has JVs with Ericsson & Nokia (Sweden) and IBM to provide Internet services on mobile phones. 
Stora Enso (Swedish-Finnish paper company) > Consolidated Papers (USA) for $6.5B 
Havas (France) > Snyder (USA) for $2.1B to create the world’s 4th largest advertising agency 
Alcatel (French telecom maker) > Newbridge Networks (Canadian telecom) for $7.1B 
Deutsche Bank (Germany) + SAP (software company) + AOL Europe to provide financial services online 
Time Warner (USA) > EMI (Britain) to become the world’s record company 
France Telecom > Global One (dissolved JV between Sprint + Deutsche Telecom) 
Italtel (Italian telecom maker) + Cisco (America’s largest networking equipment maker) 
Gemplus (French smartcard maker) + Texas Pacific Group (American venture capital firm) to help Gemplus penetrate the U.S. credit card market 
Boehringer Ingelheim (German drug company) > SSP (Japanese drug firm) 
Glaxo Wellcome > SmithKline Beecham (USA companies that now form the world’s drug company) 
Pfizer > Warner-Lambert and American Home Products (all USA) to form the world’s second largest drug company 
PwC (PriceWaterhouse + Coopers & Lybrand) is now the world’s largest auditing firm 
LaFarge (French building materials & cement supplier) > Blue Circle Industries (Britains’ largest cement firm) to form the world’s largest cement company 
Toyota + GM to produce GM’s Onstar in-car communications system 
America Online > Time Warner to produce the world’s largest general media company 
Groupe Danone (France) > McKeeson Water Products (USA) 
Banco Bilbao Vizcaya Argentaria (Spain) + Terra Networks (USA) + Telefoncia (Spain’s leading telecom company) to bring Internet banking to Latin nations 
Renault > Samsung 
Ford > Daewoo 
T-Online (Internet provider owned by German Deutsche Telekom) > Club Internet (owned by France’s Lagardere Group) 
European Aeronautic Defence and Space, a subsidiary of the JV between DaimlerChrysler Aerospace (Germany) + Aerospatiale Matra (France) + Casa (Spain) 
Sara Lee (USA) > Courtaulds Textiles (Britain) to acquire CT’s underwear product group 
MCI WorldCom > Sprint (USA), worth $180B 
Rogers & Wells (New York) + Punder, Volhard, Weber & Axster (Germany) + Clifford Chance (London) to produce the world’s largest law firm 
Pacific Century Cyberworks (Hong Kong) > HKT (Hong Kong) for $36B 
Cap Gemini (France) > Consultant division of Ernst & Young (USA) for $11.1B 
PowerGen (British energy company) > LG&E (USA utility in Kentucky) for $3B 
Sears (USA) + Carrefour (France) to form the GlobalNetXchange, an internet system to link retailers and suppliers 
Tata Tea (India) > Tetley Tea (Britain) 
GM (USA) acquired 20% stock in Fiat (France) for $2.4B 
Sema (French computer services) > LHS (USA mobile phone software firm) for $4.7B 
Chase Manhattan Bank (USA) > Robert Fleming (British investment bank) 
Scottish & Newcastle (Britain’s largest brewer) > Danone (French food group) for $2.6B 
BASF (German chemicals company) > Cynamid (owned by USA’s American Home Products) for $3.8B 
France Telecom > MobilCom (German mobile phone company) for $3.6B 
EM.TV (German television company) > 50% share of Formula One racing (USA) for $1.65B 
DaimlerChrysler (Germany) > 33% stake in Mitsubishi (Japan) for $1.3B 
Deutsche Bank (Germany) > Dresdner Bank (Germany) for $1.2T, creating the 2nd largest bank in the world 
MeritaNordbanken (Norway) > Unidanmark (Denmark) for $5.7 B 
Banco Bilbao Vizcaya Argentaria (Spain) > Uno-E and First-E (Ireland) 
QXL (British Internet auction company) > Bidlet (Norway) 
C&N Touristic (German travel firm) > Thomson Travel (Britain's largest tour company) 
Nokia & Ericsson (Sweden) + Motorola (USA), developing technolgy for a single standard for e-commerce on mobile phones 
Pacific Century CyberWorks (Hong Kong) + Telstra (Australia), $3B Internet venture 
Volvo (Sweden) > Renault (France) trucking divisions 
Unilever (British-Dutch) > Slim Fast Foods (USA), $2.3B 
Unilever (British-Dutch) > Ben & Jerry's ice cream, $326M 
Unilever (British-Dutch) > BestFoods (USA), $18.4B 
ING (Dutch bank) > ReliaStar (America's 11th largest life insurance company), $6.1B 
HABC (British bank) + Merrill Lynch, to produce the first global online retail bank 
Siemens (German manufacturer) + Robert Bosch will buy Atecs (engineering subsidiary of German Mannesmann) 
Nomura International bank (Japan) > Hyder (Welsh utilities company) 
Thomson (Canadian publisher) > Primark (U.S. information company) for $842M 
Ford > Volvo for $6.5B 
Old Mutual (South Africa) > United Asset Management (USA) 
Vivendi (French media & utilities group) > Seagram (Canadian media & distillery) for $34B 
Deutsche Telekom (German phone service company) > Powertel (U.S. mobile phone company) for $6B 
Deutsche Telekom (German phone service company) > VoiceStream (U.S. mobile phone company) for $30B 
NATIONAL PER CAPITA GDP COMPARISONS 

Algeria   $1,592 
Argentina $8,810 
Australia $21,750 
Austria $26,740 
Belgium $25,670 
Brazil   $3,280 
Bulgaria $1,530 
Canada  $22,394 
Chile   $4,950 
China   $790 
Colombia $1,795 
Czech Republic $5,580 
Denmark $32,576 
Egypt   $1,499 
Estonia  $3,778 
Finland  $27,979 
France  $24,956 
Germany  $27,337 
Greece  $11,860 
Hong Kong  $18,400 
Hungary  $ 5,180 
India   $     540 
Indonesia  $840 
Iran     $1,050 
Iraq   $313 
Ireland  $26,510 
Israel   $16,100 
Italy   $21,393 
Japan   $30,720 
Jordan  $1,229 
Kazakhstan  $1,020 
Kenya   $292 
Latvia   $2,794 
Lebanon  $5,769 
Lithuania  $2,865 
Malaysia  $3,808 
Mexico  $5,040 
Netherlands  $27,200 
New Zealand  $14,310 
Nigeria  $450 
Norway  $35,853 
Pakistan  $430 
Philippines  $1,033 
Poland  $4,290 
Portugal  $11,621 
Romania  $1,480 
Russia   $1,410 
Saudi Arabia $  6,560 
Singapore  $17,870 
Slovakia  $3,920 
South Africa  $3,150 
South Korea  $9,040 
Spain   $14,623 
Sweden  $28,417 
Switzerland  $36,166 
Taiwan  $13,832 
Thailand  $2,140 
Turkey  $3,120 
Ukraine  $590 
United Kingdom $23,947 
United States $33,946 
Venezuela  $4,410 
Vietnam   $367 
INTERESTING FACTS ABOUT INDIA 
Did you know that in India: 
One million babies are born each month (1.1 billion total population) 
More babies are born annually than there are people in Australia 
There are 15 languages and nearly 1000 dialects 
India will be larger than China In 100 years 
The Indian elephant weighs almost 11,000 pounds, stands more than 10 feet high, eats 500 pounds of forage a day, and drinks 50 gallons of water a day. 
Bombay has over 100,000 homeless people who pay rent to sleep on the sidewalks. 
TOUGH REALITIES AND INTERESTING FACTS ABOUT RUSSIA 

Russia 's birth rate is among the lowest in the world (1.17 children per woman vs. a replacement rate of 2.14). Having children is a passport to poverty and worry in Russia. 
Abortion is the main form of birth control in Russia.  One-third of Russian women are infertile as a result. 
Two thirds of Russian men smoke, and they drink twice as much as Americans. 
Russian men now have an average life span of 60, down from 64 in 1991. 
The number of Russians who have contracted syphilis (the best predictor of future AIDS outbreaks) is 100 times higher than in the West.  It is predicted that 10 million Russians will be HIV positive in just a few years. 
The Nazi’s exacted a horrible toll on the Soviet people.  Some estimates place the Soviet battlefield deaths at more than 13.6 million.  Civilian deaths, including in labor camps and concentrations camps, totaled another 7.7 million.  With more than 21.3 million military and civilian deaths, almost every family in the Soviet Union lost a loved one. 
Rather than risk the crime, bribery, and out-of-control taxation of Russia, many international companies are setting up shop just outside the Russian border.  Acer built its new plant at Lappeenranta , Finland —less than 13 miles from the Russian border. 
In Moscow, restaurant employees had to be specially trained to smile in the friendly McDonald’s way.  That’s because Russians do not feel comfortable smiling at strangers. 
It is a good idea to have on hand a large supply of business cards when meeting Russians.  The university degree of the business visitor should be included on the card and it should be printed in Cyrillic (the Russian alphabet).  At negotiations involving many C.I.S. officials, be sure to give a card to everyone present, in order not to overlook someone who might turn out to be important. 
If you need to give a business gift, items that appeal to the intellect or aesthetics are particularly prized, such as recordings, art prints and books.
 
INTERESTING FACTS ABOUT EUROPE 

English explorer James Cook sailed around the world twice, made three voyages to the Pacific Ocean and discovered Hawaii, eastern Australia, the Cook Islands, New Caledonia, New Zealand, and the Antarctic ice cap.
Iceland has only 56,000 people.  Population density is 7 people per square mile.
The Danube river runs through or touches more countries than any other river on earth, including Ukraine , Moldova , Romania , Bulgaria , Yugoslavia , Croatia , Hungary , Slovakia , Austria , and Germany .
Germany has the largest population in Europe.
Multicultural Brussels has become a favorite locale for test marketing.  There are few European cultures more different than the Dutch and the French, and both are represented in Brussels.  A product that can appeal to both is likely to be a winner. The population of Belgium is largely split between the Flemish and the Walloons.  The Flemish speak a dialect of Dutch.  The Walloons speak French.
The 3 regions of France most famous for producing world-class wine are Burgundy, Champagne , and Bordeaux .
Sweden was recently connected to the European continent by a trans-ocean bridge in Denmark.
Germany did not form as a European nation until 1871.  Germany is bordered by ten countries (France, Luxembourg, Belgium, the Netherlands, Denmark, Poland, Czechoslovakia, Austria, Liechtenstein, and Switzerland).
Each of following firms has been controlled by Sweden’s Wallenberg family.  The Wallenberg group controls more than 35% of the capitalization on the Swedish stock market.  This is the largest share controlled by one family in any industrialized country in the world: Stora-Great (the world’s oldest company); Electrolux (the world’s biggest manufacturer of household appliances); ASEA Brown Boveri (the world’s biggest electrical engineering company); SKF (the world’s biggest maker of ball bearings); Ericsson (the telecommunications giant;) Saab-Scandia (the automotive and aerospace manufacturer).
Coca-Cola tried to introduce the two-liter plastic bottle in Spain, but market entry was difficult.  The company soon discovered that few Spaniards had refrigerator doors with compartments large enough to accommodate the large-size bottle.
In the 1990s one in five doctors and one in three mathematicians left Poland.
Europeans and South Americans write the date with the day first and year last.
Amsterdam has over 1000 bridges.
Denmark controls Greenland.
Scandinavian capitals:
Sweden:  Stockholm
Norway:  Oslo
Finland:  Helsinki
Denmark:  Copenhagen
Netherlands:  Amsterdam
The 2 most northern capitals in the world are Helsinki, Finland and Reykjavik, Iceland.
France is the largest European nation geographically.
The Mediterranean is the world’s largest inland sea.
Switzerland and Austria are the 2 most mountainous nations in Europe.
Ireland ’s longest river is the Shannon .
Belgium and the Netherlands have the highest population density.
The Berlin Wall stood 29 years (1961-1990)
The most heavily used waterway in Europe is the Rhine River.
Switzerland has the world's highest per capita income.
France is the largest agricultural producer in Europe.
France and Portugal are the #1 and #2 wine producers in Europe.
A third of the land in the Netherlands has been reclaimed from the sea.
Per capita income for EU nations in 2000 expressed on a base number of 100 (where the EU average = 100): Luxembourg = 181.7 (meaning that the average income in Luxembourg is 81.7% higher than the EU average per capita income); Denmark = 118; Ireland = 117; Netherlands = 116; Austria = 114; Belgium = 113; Germany = 111; Finland = 109; Britain = 102; Sweden = 101; France = 100; Italy = 96; Spain = 82; Portugal = 77; Greece = 65
The river that inspired Johann Strauss’s “Blue Danube” waltz flows through Austria, Hungary, and former Yugoslavia 
Interesting facts about the introduction of the Euro in 2002:
Throughout the EU, 14 billion bank notes (worth $132 billion) had to be delivered for the introduction of the Euro, and 37.5 billion coins (weighing 340, 000 tons, equal to the weight of 24 Eiffel Towers). It would have required 478,000 vans to distribute the cash in a single day. Just the Euro bank notes received by Germany would have been 50 times higher than Mount Everest.  
The 6 new Euro coins replaced 70 different national coins previously used in the 15 member nations.
Galeries Lafayette, a French food retailer, had to supply 25,000 cash registers with the new currency and convert 15,000 weighing scales. The company's total conversion cost was estimated at 150 million Euros.
Polls showed that two thirds of Europeans suspected that retailers would try to cheat them in initial price conversions.
Conversion to a common currency quickly made visible unwarranted price differentials throughout Europe on a wide range of common products.  For example, a kilo of beef in Paris cost 15 Euros in Paris vs. 21 in Amsterdam vs. 9.9 in Madrid.  A movie theater ticket cost 8 Euros in Brussels vs. 24.3 in Helsinki.  Aspirin that cost 3.7 Euros in Athens cost 12.9 in Rome and Berlin.
Travel consultants recommend that non-Europeans use a credit card for purchases in the Euro's first year to avoid possible overpayment due to currency confusion.

Germany lost its African colonies in the peace settlement following World War I.

Italy lost Abyssinia (now known as Ethiopia) with its defeat in World War II.

Spain collected an empire that covered most of Central and South America and scattered places in Asia.  The Spanish Empire was essentially over by the end of the nineteenth century, 

The Portuguese Empire, roughly one hundred times the land area of Portugal at its greatest extent, was the earliest European colonial regime, and the latest.  Portugal lost its African colonies in the mid-1970s, and finally gave up its last handful of Asian soil, Macao, in 1999.

The Dutch Empire, at one point fifty-five times bigger than the Netherlands, was taken over in 1942 by the Japanese, who carefully studied European colonial methodology and then bested their teachers in the first months of World War II.

Belgium controlled a swath of Africa roughly eighty times as big as Belgium, but lost its last foreign holding in 1960,

France, with foreign colonies twenty times as large as France itself, fought and lost a series of colonial wars following World War II.  Paris gave up in Southeast Asia in the 1950s; the north and central African colonies peeled off in the 1960s.
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Percentage of their national wealth they give away in foreign aid—

	Nation
	ODA as a percentage of GDP

	Denmark
	.96%

	Norway
	.89

	Sweden
	.83

	Netherlands
	.81

	Luxembourg
	.77

	Belgium
	.43

	Ireland
	.40

	France
	.38

	Japan
	.23

	United States
	.13


A bridge and tunnel joined the main islands of Denmark to the Jutland Peninsula, the long thumb of land jutting northward from the heart of Europe into the Baltic.  The 4-billion-euro “Oresund Fixed Link”—a bridge, a tunnel, and an artificial island to connect them—spanned ten miles.

The European Union officially described itself as “an area without internal frontiers.”  In a treaty signed at Schengen, Luxembourg, in 1985, the member states agreed to eliminate border controls between EU countries—

Today, in the EU, it is basically illegal to compile, keep, or pass on personal information about anybody without written consent from each individual whose records are on file.  Every company, European or foreign, that has a record on any European customer must give those customers a periodic warning that information is being held, and the right to check the corporate records to make sure the personal date is accurate. The EU rules essentially prohibit many practices that are considered the basic stuff of business in the United States.  They make it hard—in fact, nearly impossible—for companies to collect or trade basic data about customers, including name, address, phone number, buying history, and credit history.

An American farmer is shipping crop all over the world; if you don’t follow the EU rules, you lose some of the best markets we’ve got.”  Europeans view “Frankenfoods” as if they contained anthrax or cyanide.  Relatively few American farmers share this alarmist view, and yet large numbers of them refuse to go anywhere near the new generation of genetic hybrids.

France has developed the most advanced transit infrastructure on earth—with sleek TGV trains racing everywhere—to get people out of their cars.  France has shut down so many fossil-fueled power plants that the country now gets more than three-quarters of its electricity from nuclear power.

Small country marks the dividing line between Europe’s Latin and Germanic languages.

Contrary to common usage, “Holland” is not interchangeable with “the Netherlands.”  Rather, North Holland and South Holland are constituent states of the country.  The Holland region, on the North Sea (“Zuider Zee”) coast, is actually below sea level.

Luxembourg with a higher ratio of banks to people (one bank company for every 2,500 residents) than any other nation.  That explains the astronomical per capita income figure of almost $50,000, the highest of any nation.  Residents of the Grand Duchy like to paint its national motto on the walls:  “We want to remain what we are.”

Norway doesn’t use much oil itself, because the rivers running down from its glacier beds provide most of the nation’s electricity through hydropower.  Thus virtually all of Norway’s oil production can be exported.  That helps explain why Norway ranks second only to Luxembourg among the European nations in per capita wealth.  The Norwegians are doing so well on their own that they show minimal interest in joining the EU.

Austria spends more of its national budget on opera than on its military.

Slovenia is the only piece of the former Yugoslavia to qualify for EU membership.

With a budget in excess of $150 billion and some 30,000 Eurocrats (or fonctionnaires, to use the preferred Brussels terminology) on the EU payroll,

members are constantly fighting among themselves and dividing into smaller parties.  The Parliament is the most democratic branch of Europe’s government; the only way to get in is to be elected by the people of your home district.  The parliament, frankly doesn’t do much.  There are some policy areas—environmental law and public health law, for example—where the member nations have ceded some of their legislative authority to Brussels;  The parliament has some control over the budget, and it must vote on appointments to the commission.

Thick reports from the various EU committees and commissions and study panels—many of them hundreds of pages long—have to be printed twenty different times, one for each language.

“The United Nations has only six official languages.  No other international organization would pay the price we do for interpretation and translation.”
Germany lost its African colonies in the peace settlement following World War I.

Italy lost Abyssinia (now known as Ethiopia) with its defeat in World War II.

Spain collected an empire that covered most of Central and South America and scattered places in Asia.  The Spanish Empire was essentially over by the end of the nineteenth century, 

The Portuguese Empire, roughly one hundred times the land area of Portugal at its greatest extent, was the earliest European colonial regime, and the latest.  Portugal lost its African colonies in the mid-1970s, and finally gave up its last handful of Asian soil, Macao, in 1999.

The Dutch Empire, at one point fifty-five times bigger than the Netherlands, was taken over in 1942 by the Japanese, who carefully studied European colonial methodology and then bested their teachers in the first months of World War II.

Belgium controlled a swath of Africa roughly eighty times as big as Belgium, but lost its last foreign holding in 1960,

France, with foreign colonies twenty times as large as France itself, fought and lost a series of colonial wars following World War II.  Paris gave up in Southeast Asia in the 1950s; the north and central African colonies peeled off in the 1960s.
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The manufacture and delivery of this brand-new money—about 600,000,000,000 euros in cash was required for the initial rollout that began on New Year’s Day—turned out to be the biggest logistical exercise Europe had seen since World War II.  There were about 51 billion new coins to mint and ship, and some 14.5 billion bills to print and distribute…if all the bills were stacked in a pile, they would tower fifty times higher than Everest, the total weight of the new coins was heavier than twenty-four Eiffel Towers.  Virtually every delivery van in Europe—not to mention tens of thousands of military vehicles—had to be pressed into euro duty to get the bills and notes where they had to be.  Some banks had to shore up their aging floors to bear the weight of the old coinage being handed in together with the new euro coins to be handed out.

Jeep made by a subsidiary of Germany’s DaimlerChrysler.  Shell and Texaco stations in the United States are both run by the Netherlands oil company Royal Dutch Shell.

Dunkin’ Donuts is the property of Allied Domecq, A British beverage conglomerate.  The diet drink Slim Fast belongs to the Dutch-British packaged goods company Unilever.  Baby Ruth is made by a subsidiary of the Swiss food and candy titan, Nestle, as are Power Bars and Alpo dog food.  Snapple is owned by Britain’s Cadbury-Schweppes.  The Holiday Inn chain belongs to the hotel/motel holding company Six Continents…A British firm Miller Lite is one of several American beers owned by a SAB Brewers, a multinational operation with headquarters in Britain.  Bazooka gum is now a product of Badbury-Schweppes, as is A&W Root Beer.

Tom Clancy, John Grisham, and Philip Roth are all published by European-owned companies.  The Verizon cellular phone network is an American subsidiary of the British giant Vodafone, the world’s biggest operator of cellular networks.  Brooks Brothers is part of a broad network of fashionable stores owned by Italy’s Retail Brand Alliance.  Lean Cuisine is a Nestle product, and Ben & Jerry’s belongs to Unilever.  Dr. Pepper belongs to Cadbury Schweppes.  The Travelodge motel chains is part of the portfolio of Britain’s Compass hotel group.

	Brand
	Country

	Archway Cookies
	Italy

	Hellman’s Mayonnaise
	Netherlands

	Hawaiian Punch
	U.K.

	Snapple
	U.K.

	Dove Soap
	Netherlands

	Vaseline
	Netherlands

	Pennzoil
	Netherlands


Motown Records was bought by a French company.  Britney Spears’s label, Zomba, belongs to the German media giant Bertelsmann.  Squirt, Country Time Lemonade, Welch’s grape juice, RealLemon, Chicken Tonight, Dreyer’s ice Cream, and even I Can’t Believe It’s Not Butter are now European-owned.  Quaker State Motor Oil is part of the Royal Dutch Shell.  RCA belongs to Germany’s Bertelsmann.  The American Heritage Dictionary was published by a subsidiary of the French media from Vivendi.  

INTERESTING FACTS ABOUT LATIN AMERICA 

Every day in Mexico City, 11,000 tons of pollutants are dumped into the air. 
The Bolivian government has had more changes over the past 150 years than any other nation in the world:  190 changes 
Olympia reportedly tried to introduce a photocopier in Chile under the name ROTO.  The copiers, however, did not sell well.  Why?  Two possible explanations:  (1) roto is the Spanish word for “broken,” and (2) roto is the word used to delineate the lowest class in Chile. 
Chile has an average width of slightly more than a hundred miles and a length of twenty-seven hundred miles. 
Bolivia, Chile, Ecuador, Columbia, and Peru are members of the Andean Pact.  The members of MERCOSUR (the Southern Common Market) include Brazil, Argentina, Uruguay, and Paraguay. 
Most of Brazil’s 146m live within 200 miles of the coast 90% of the people live on 10% of the land. 
Because of its stability and tradition of democracy, Costa Rica (the name means Rich Coast) has long been known as the “Switzerland of Central America.”  The Costa Ricans (who call themselves ticos) are proud of their peaceful traditions.  Costa Rica does not even have an army. 
A U.S. executive went to Chile for a final negotiating round with the owner of a major Chilean corporation.  Unfortunately, the gentleman from the U.S.A. wore a heavy gold ring with a diamond, plus a gold watch.  The Chileans interpreted this jewelry as proof that the American was in business to amass personal wealth, and furthermore had the poor taste to display it.  The Chilean contract went to an Italian firm. 
The Aztecs were the last great empire, but the Spanish conquered them in 1591.  The Spanish, who ruled until the 19th century, virtually destroyed the Aztec culture. 
In 1493, Columbus arrived in the region now known as Puerto Rico and claimed the island for Spain, calling it San Juan Bautista.  In 1508, Spanish settlers began colonizing the island, and they began importing African slaves in 1513.  During this period of colonization, the indigenous Taino tribe was virtually wiped out. 
In 1898, during the Spanish-American War, the United States invaded the island of Puerto Rico and defeated the Spaniards.  Spain ceded the island to the U.S. in that year.  Puerto Rico became the first colony of the United States. 
In 1917, Puerto Rico became a U.S. territory, and its people were granted citizenship. 
The issue of commonwealth status has been volatile and has sometimes caused violence to erupt.  In 1954, militants from Puerto Rico shot several congressmen in Washington during a session of the House of Representatives.  Today, Puerto Ricans continue to be divided over the issue of whether to request statehood or remain a commonwealth. 
La Paz , Bolivia (12,000 feet) is the highest capital city in the world. 
The full name of the city of El Paso is El Paso Del Norte. 
The Andes are the world’s largest mountain chain. 
Kidnapping of business executives in developing countries is a growing problem, and foreign executives should consider themselves at risk.  Never assume that you are safe because your company is small or your position is unimportant; criminals have frequently kidnapped the wrong people.  Kidnap and ransom insurance is recommended; policies not only pay ransom but the cost of security consultants to handle negotiations and the kidnap victim’s loss of income. As the country with the most kidnappings in the world, insurance premiums for Colombia are the most expensive. 
The seven nations of Central America are:  Belize, Costa Rica, El Salvador, Guatemala, Honduras, Nicaragua, and Panama. 
There are 31 states in Mexico. 
Paraguay is the least developed nation in South America because it is landlocked. 
Ecuador is the only South American nation that straddles the equator. 
The following diseases brought by the Spanish conquistadors wiped out the Ameridians:  Smallpox, typhoid fever, measles, flu, and the mumps. 
The 6 states Mexico yielded to the U.S. in the 1846-1848 war were:  Arizona, California, Colorado, Nevada, New Mexico, and Wyoming. 
Columbia is the only South American nation with coastlines on both the Pacific and Caribbean. 
The Andes cut Chile off from the rest of South America.  Isolation is a fact of life even within Chile itself; the deserts of Northern Chile are a long way from the rainy hills of Southern Chile. 
Lake Titicaca (in the Andes between Peru and Bolivia) is the world’s highest lake above sea level.  (12,507 feet) 
Batista ruled Cuba before Castro. 
Mexico’s largest mountain range is the Sierra Madre. 
If Brazil were as densely populated as Belgium, all of the world’s population would fit into Brazil. 
The Christ the Redeemer statue is located on top of the mountain Corcovado in Brazil. 
The Mayan civilization was located in Guatemala. 
Buenas Aires, Argentina is the largest city south of the equator. 
Bolivia is the only South American nation named after its founder.  (Simon Bolivar) 
South America has 13 nations. 
The length of the presidential term in Mexico is 6 years. 
The 4 largest exports of Mexico are oil, cotton, shrimp, and coffee. 
Angel Falls in Venezuela is the tallest waterfall in the world. 
The Mexican flag is green (signifying religion), white (union) and red (independence). 
  
INTERESTING FACTS ABOUT ASIA 
The first hydrogen bomb was detonated in the Bikini Atoll of the Marshall Islands. 
Indonesia is made up of 13,760 islands that stretch 3,200 miles; only 6,000 of the islands are inhabited. Indonesia has more than 60 ethnic groups, each with its own customs, culture and language.  The Javanese people form the largest group. Indonesia became a Dutch colony in 1816 and remained under Dutch rule until the1940s. Independence from the Netherlands was proclaimed in August 1945. A republic was formed under President Sukarno. People usually shake hands only when introduced for the first time or when congratulating someone. On other occasions, it isn’t customary to shake hands.  Shake hands lightly and state your name when first meeting someone.  If someone touches her/his heart while shaking hands that means that the greeting is very heartfelt and that the person being greeted is very special.  It is appropriate to bow slightly when greeting an older person. Women usually do not shake hands. The atmosphere of most business meetings may be informal.  Do not voice criticism at a meeting. It is always given in private. Most Indonesian businesses close for two to three hours in the middle of the day.  Business and government offices close at midday on Friday for worship. Indonesians do business with “friends.”  Developing a rapport and a friendship is crucial. While quality and price are important, they remain secondary to the personal interaction of the business partners. There are no sales without face-to-face negotiation. 
The Dutch followed the Portuguese into Malaysia in 1641, and were, in turn, followed by the British, who acquired the island of Penang in 1786.  By 1795, the British had taken over most of the Malay peninsula’s west coast.  By the early 20th century, Britain had gained control of all the Malay states including those on Borneo as colonies or protectorates. The period after World War II was marked by a 12-year Communist insurrection, which led to Great Britain granting independence to Malaysia in 1957.  The nation was then called the Federation of Malaya. Six years later the Federation of Malaya and the former British colonies of Singapore, Sarawak and North Borneo (Sabah) united to become Malaysia.  Tension between the Malay-dominated government in Malaya and the Chinese-dominated government in Singapore led to the creation of an independent Singapore in 1965. Malaysia has two different and distinct land regions:  the Malaysia Peninsula and East Malaysia, which is located on the island of Borneo. Malaysia is a multi-ethnic country:  the Chinese people are the predominant residents in urban areas as well as in business, and Malays (mostly Muslim) predominantly live in rural areas. 
The Philippines is a collection of 7,107 islands.  Many of these islands are uninhabited.  Most of the population is on 11 main islands, of which Luzon and Mindanao are the largest. José Rizal, a Filipino writer and a patriot, inspired a revolt against Spain in 1896.  At the same time, Spain and the U.S. were engaged in war.  When Spain lost the war, they handed over the Philippines to the U.S. On July 4, 1946, the Philippines became an independent republic with a constitution based on the U.S. model. In the Philippines, 80 different languages are used, including some Spanish.  While Tagalog (or Filipino) has been declared the official language, it has failed to replace English as the country’s unifying language.  English is widely spoken and is the de facto national language in law, commerce, government and popular entertainment. Remember that Filipinos almost never cook anything by itself, except for fish, which is broiled or grilled.  Chicken, fish, vegetables and noodles are all combined in soups and stews and then served with rice.  The rice and food are mixed together on the plate and bagoong or patis are added.  Bagoong is a pungent fish or shrimp paste; patis is an amber-colored liquid fish seasoning.  In homes, there will be bottles of these two condiments on the table, while in restaurants they are added to the food in the cooking.  Filipino food tends to be sweet or salty, rather than bland or intensely spiced. Don’t be surprised to see men or boys holding hands with one another (or women and women).  The gesture has no sexual implications.  In contrast, physical contact with members of the opposite sex have no such implications. Remember that in the Philippines, raising the eyebrows means “No.” Don’t be surprised if a Filipino smiles when upset or embarrassed.  This is the Filipino way of changing the atmosphere during a difficult moment or situation. 
Singapore is an island nation located off the tip of the Malaysian peninsula.  Singapore is actually a city-state without any truly rural areas. Three major cultures (Chinese, Malay and Indian) are all represented in Singapore.  About 75% of the population has a Chinese heritage. Singapore’s strategic location and natural deep-water ports attracted the British in the early 19th century.  In 1819, Sir Stamford Raffles established a British trading post on the island.  Britain acquired it as a possession in 1824. Singapore became a British Crown Colony in 1948.  Internal self rule was granted in 1959.  It became part of Malaysia in 1963.  But this caused domestic political problems and the island became independent in 1965. In 1993, Singapore revamped and enhanced the office of the president, to which Ong Teng Cheong was elected later that year.  He and Prime Minister Goh have maintained a hard line against anyone critical of Singapore or its government.  They believe that authoritarian means are justifiable when the ends are economic prosperity and a safe, clean environment. 
A number of military dictators have ruled Thailand over the last few decades.  A popular revolt in 1973 overthrew Field Marshal Thanom Kittikachorn and Prapas Charusathiara, who had annulled the constitution and declared martial law two years earlier.  A civilian-led government lasted only three years. Although the gap between the rich and the poor is large, the Thai economy is one of the fastest growing in East Asia.  The government has taken on environmental problems and infrastructure development is moving ahead.  It remains to be seen whether the military can be kept out of politics, and whether a stable democracy will emerge.  Another major issue is AIDS, as Thailand has the fastest growing infected population in Asia. 
At the end of World War II , Vietnam was divided into two zones.  In the south, the British restored French rule; in the north, China ceded power to Vietnam’s emperor, Boa Dai,who abdicated in favor of Ho Chi Minh.  Ho Chi Minh declared Vietnam’s independence in1946 and subsequently led a revolt against the French and their southern allies.The French were defeated in 1954 at Dien Bien Phu. The U.S., alarmed at the possibility of the spread of Communism, gave support to South Vietnam, including troops and supplies. The war spread to Cambodia and Laos. The war ended with the withdrawal of U.S. troops and the fall of Saigon (now Ho Chi Minh City) in April 1975.  Vietnam, as well as Laos and Cambodia, came under Communist rule.  Thousands of people fled the area.  For those who remained, difficult years of repression, poverty and isolation followed. Vietnam was officially reunited in 1976 as the Socialist Republic of Vietnam.  The U.S. refused to recognize the new government and did not establish diplomatic ties.  This kept Vietnam relatively isolated from Western nations. In 1978, Vietnam invaded Cambodia deposing the Pol Pot regime and installing a government loyal to Hanoi.  In 1989, Vietnam withdrew from Cambodia. During the same period,  Vietnam fought off a Chinese invasion. The Communist leaders of Vietnam introduced market reforms in 1986 and stepped up its efforts to improve relations with their non-communist neighbors as well as with the West. The peace treaty with Cambodia led the U.S. to renew relations with Vietnam.  The U.S. opened a diplomatic office in Hanoi in 1991 to coordinate the search for American MIAs (missing in action) and to pave the way to better relations.  Economic sanctions were lifted on February 4,1994 and full diplomatic relations were announced in July 1995. 
Knowledge of about 3000 Chinese characters is needed to read a local newspaper. Reading the New York Times translated into Chinese requires knowledge of about 5000 characters, while 7000 are needed to read technical business documents. 
PER CAPITA INCOMES OF THE RICHEST NATIONS IN THE WORLD:

Luxembourg: $44,500

USA: $35,900

Bermuda: $34,400

San Marino: $33,900

Cayman Islands: $32,600

Switzerland: $31,700

Norway: $31,600

Belgium: $28,965

Denmark: $28,963

Canada: $28,932
PER CAPITA INCOMES OF THE POOREST NATIONS IN THE WORLD:

East Timor: $436

Sierra Leone: $481

Somalia: $529

Congo: $579

Burundi: $$581

Tanzania: $594

Gaza Strip: $612

Ethiopia: $680


REALITIES IN DEVELOPING NATIONS
In Haiti it takes 203 days to register a new company versus two days in Australia.

In Sierra Leone is costs 1,268% of the average person’s annual income to register a business.

To register a business in Ethiopia, the owner must deposit the equivalent of 18 years’ average income in a bank account, which is then frozen.

In Legos Nigeria recording a property sale involves 21 processes and takes 274 days.  Official fees are 27% of the cost of the property (versus 2.5% of the property price in Norway).

Businesses in developing nations face three times the administrative costs and twice as many bureaucratic procedures as companies in developed nations.

In Burkina Faso, night and weekend work are forbidden.  In order to fire someone the employer must first retrain him, then place him in another job, and pay 18 months’ severance wages.  This is one reason why 90% of people in this nation still have agricultural jobs.

In Turkey, women who marry are allowed a year to decide whether to quit a job.  If they do quit, their company must give them a large severance package, so Turkish firms hire almost all men (only 16% of Turkish women have jobs).

In Guatemala it takes an average of 1459 days to force a debtor to pay up (versus 48 days in the Netherlands).  In 12 developing countries, it costs more to reclaim a debt than the amount of the debt itself. 



GLOBAL ECOLOGICAL REALITIES
There are currently 6.1 billion people in the world.

Deforestation in the tropics has occurred at the rate of one acre a second over the past 20 years.

Fifteen to 20% of all species in the world may be extinct by 2000, due mostly to tropical deforestation.

An area about the size of Maine is rendered barren every year by deforestation.  

At the present rate, carbon dioxide will double in the atmosphere circa 2050 raising the world’s average temperatures near the equator 2-3 full degrees Celsius.

From the dawn of history to 1900 the global population reached 1.5 billion.  Over the next 33 years the population doubled; in the past 25 years global population increased 50% from 4 to 6 billion, with nearly all occurring in the developing world.  

Five to 6 billion pounds of pesticide are released into the global environment each year.

Thirty-three—50% of all the world’s forests are now all gone and about half of wetlands.

The agricultural productivity of a fourth of all usable land has been significantly degraded due to mismanagement and overuse.

More than a third of the world’s land surface has been converted to human use, and an additional third could be converted to human use in the current century.

In 1900 the world had 16 cities with a population of a million or more.  Currently there are 400 such cities, nearly 100 of them in China.

Sixty percent of native fish species in the US wetlands are either extinct or in risk of extinction.

The global catch of fish has consistently declined every year since 1988.

Between 1960—1990 about 20% of the world’s total tropical forest cover was lost.  

About 15% of the Brazilian Amazon rain forest (an area equal to the size of France) has been lost to deforestation.  An area about the size of Connecticut is being cleared every year, mostly illegally.

About 2.5 billion pounds of toxic wastes are released annually in the USA.

More than 1/3 of US rivers and half of lakes are currently too polluted for either fishing or swimming. 

Global warming has been caused by the cumulative effects of several greenhouse gases that have built up steadily in the atmosphere:  carbon dioxide from fossil fuels and deforestation; methane from fossil fuels and agricultural activities; nitrous oxide from agriculture and the chemical industry (especially CFCs).

Since the 1970s the floating Arctic icecap has thinned by almost ½.  It diminished about 10% annually in the 1980s and 1990s, a rate that will lead to its complete disappearance in the next 2-3 decades.

The US now contributes the same amount of greenhouse gases as the 2.6 billion people living in 151 developing nations.  

With just 36 percent of the global population, Africa and Southeast Asia account for 75 percent of deaths from such diseases.

As the world’s single largest contributor to carbon emissions, the United States is doing more than any other nation to warm the global atmosphere.  It is therefore striking that the United States has abandoned the Kyoto Protocol to combat climate change while most of the world is moving forward to adopt it.

World grain production has more than doubled since 1961, mainly due to farmers harvesting more grain from each hectare.  

The average harvest of grain from a given hectare has more than doubled worldwide.

China, India and the United States alone account for 46 percent of global production.  Europe, including the former Soviet states, grows another 21 percent.

The United States is responsible for at least one third of the global corn harvest.

Global grain production exceeded consumption between 1996 and 1998, but the harvest has slipped below demand for the last four years.

Meat production has doubled since 1977, and over the last half-century it has increased fivefold.

Yet two thirds of the gains in meat consumption in 2002 occurred in developing countries.

The United States produces and consumes the most poultry in the world, and Brazil is the world’s largest producer of beef and its second-largest consumer, behind only the United States.

The United States uses about 26 percent of global oil.

China accounts for 23 percent of global coal use.

Global average temperature climbed to 14.52 degrees Celsius in 2002, supplanting 2001 as the second hottest year since recordkeeping began in the late 1800s.

Scientists have linked the warming trend that took oil in the twentieth century to the buildup of carbon dioxide (CO2) and other heat-trapping gases.  By burning fossil fuels.

There was an 18-percent increase in CO2 levels from 1960 to 2002.  Scientists estimate that levels have risen 31 percent since the onset of the Industrial Revolution around 1750.

The gross world product (GWP) in 2002 was $48 trillion.

In the United States, per capita GDP grew 77 percent from 1975 to 2000

Humanity is withdrawing resources 20 percent faster than Earth can renew them.

Humans have fully exploited or depleted two thirds of ocean fisheries and have transformed or degraded up to half of Earth’s land.

More than half of the debt is owed to private, commercial lenders; the rest is owed, to national governments, the World Bank, the International Monetary Fund (IMF), and regional development banks.

Some 78 percent of the debt in 2001 was owed by middle-income nations.

The IMF has proposed a Sovereign Debt Restructuring Mechanism (SDRM) as a bankruptcy process to streamline the restructuring of developing-country debt that would be similar to what is in place within many countries for companies and municipalities.

The total external debt of some nations is higher than they will be able to repay.  This “debt overhang” deters foreign investment and drags down the economy as governments fail to meet people’s basic health and education needs.  Zambia devoted more than 30 percent of its budget to debt repayments each year in the 1990s, for example, while spending roughly 10 percent on basic social services.

Starting in the late 1980s, through the Paris Club, creditor nations announced a series of special terms for poor nations struggling with high debt—offering longer repayment periods and canceling some debts.  Then in 1996 the Group of Seven industrial nations called on the World Bank and the IMF to administer a Heavily Indebted Poor Countries (HIPC) program which was expanded in 1999, largely in response to pressure from a coalition of nongovernmental organizations called Jubilee 2000.

Some 42 countries, mostly in Africa, can qualify for debt relief after they show a track record of reforms to promote macroeconomic stability and draw up a poverty reduction strategy in consultation with civil society groups.

Global advertising expenditures in 2002 were $444 billion

The United States at $235 billion accounts for over half of the total advertising market.

Japan is the second largest advertising market and buys 12 percent of major media advertising.  Germany, the third biggest market and the largest one in Europe.

In 2001, for 5 of the top 10 advertisers were car companies.

American children are bombarded wit 40,000 television ads per year, up from 20,000 in the 1970s.

To reduce children’s exposure to marketing several countries, including Denmark, Greece and Belgium, restrict television advertising to children; Sweden and Norway totally ban it.

Tourism-related spending accounted for some $4.2 trillion of global economic activity in 2002.

Since 1950, annual car production has grown fivefold.  Production of sport utility vehicles and other “light trucks” reached a record 15.8 million in 2002.

In the United States, model-year 2001 light trucks emitted 2.4 times more smog forming pollutants and 1.4 times more carbon than passenger cars.

A gasoline-powered car accounts for about 68 percent of the greenhouse gases emitted.

Producing and distributing the fuel on which it runs accounts for another 21 percent.

Fuel economy has remained flat since 1990 in the United States, after substantial improvements since the early 1970s.

In 1970, Americans drove some 80 million cars close to 1 trillion miles burning 5.25 million barrels of fuel per day.  By 2000, there were about 128 million cars—60 percent more.  They traveled 2.3 trillion miles (a growth of 146 percent), consumed 8.2 mb/d of fuel (up 56 percent) and emitted 302 million tons of carbon.

Opportunity for some and a source of increasing pressure and anxiety for many more.  The world economy has grown sevenfold since 1950.

People go hungry not because of a scarcity of food, but because they are too poor to buy enough.

A substantial share of world grain supplies is sold as food not for hungry people but for livestock.

Poverty and inequality manifest themselves in highly unequal educational opportunities, heightened vulnerability to preventable and curable diseases, and a gaping digital divide.  For the poor, this translates into underfunded social programs due to crushing foreign debt burdens, greater exposure to armed conflict and human rights violations, and heightened susceptibility to natural disasters.

Between 1960 and 1995, the disparity in per capita income between the world’s 20 richest and 20 poorest nations more than doubled from 18 to 1 to 37 to 1.

Growth under conditions of high inequality brings few benefits to the “have-nots,” does little to reduce poverty, and may even constrain future economic growth.  In addition, corruption saps economic development and skews public investment away from the priority areas of education and health that are most likely to reduce poverty.

In Mexico, Peru, and Colombia, farmers are turning to drug crops like opium, coca, or cannabis because their food crops cannot compete with cheaper, mass-produced imports.  

Global deforestation accounted for 10-20% of carbon (the chief culprit in global warming) released into the air during the 1990s.

Road development over the next 20 years in the Amazon region could cause 30-40% deforestation.

In the twentieth century, global sea level rose 10-20 centimeters, averaging 1-2 millimeters per year.  The sea level rises from melting continental ice masses and from the expansion of the oceans due to climate change.

Over the next century, global sea level rise is expected to accelerate.  The sea level will rise 9-88 centimeters in the next 100 years, with a mid-estimate rise of 50 centimeters.  This translates into 5 millimeters per year—two to four times faster than during the twentieth century.

Accelerated sea level rise brings up the possibility that, for the first time in history, an entire sovereign country could be lost due to environmental change.  The height of low-lying atolls, like those in the Pacific and Indian Oceans, rarely exceeds 2 meters, with maximum heights of 3-4 meters.  New Zealand has drawn up a plan to accept immigrants from the tiny Pacific island country of Tuvalu, where residents fear losing their homes to future sea level rise.  And the Indian Ocean nation of the Maldives—has evacuated residents from four of the lowest lying islands to larger ones over the past few years.

While the long-term threat to these islands is inundation, the more immediate and pressing problems are those associated with storm surges, flooding, coastal erosion, saltwater intrusion into freshwater supplies, coral bleaching, and economic attrition.

Prevention of soil erosion worldwide would require something on the order of $24 billion annually; the elimination of starvation and malnutrition, $19 billion; reproductive health for all women, $12 billion; safe, clean drinking water, $10 billion; prevention of acid rain, $8 billion; and elimination of illiteracy, $5 billion.  Although these are substantial sums, they pale in comparison with the funds being made available for military purposes.
World population, growing by 76 million people every year (about 240,000 people per day), will pass 6.4 billion this year.  There will be about 8.9 billion people on Earth by 2050.  And, total population will begin to shrink over the next hundred years.

The annual rate of population growth has decreased since 1970—from about 2 percent to 1.3 percent today—the rate is applied to a much larger population than ever before.

Populations in the world’s 48 least-developed countries could triple by 2050.

Half the world’s original forest cover is gone and another 30 percent is degraded or fragmented.

An estimated 10-20 percent of the world’s cropland, and more than 70 percent of the world’s rangelands, are degraded.

Over 100 million girls will be married before their 18th birthdays in the next decade, some as young as 8 or 9.  Early childbearing is the leading cause of death and disability for women between the ages of 15 and 19 in developing countries.

Two-thirds of the world’s 87 million illiterates are women and a majority of the 11 million children not attending grade school are girls.

Each year:  23 million unplanned births; 22 million induced abortions; 1.4 million infant deaths; 142,000 pregnancy related-deaths (including 53,000 from unsafe abortions); and 505,000 children losing their mothers due to pregnancy-related causes.

Family size has declined in most wealthy nations.

At about 280 million people, the United States is now the third most populous nation in the world and its population is expected to reach 400 million by 2050.  If every person alive today consumed at the rate of an average person in the United States, three more planets would be required to fulfill these demands.

The world supply of oil would last approximately 50 years at current production rates.  The global natural gas supply is considered adequate for about 50 years and coal supplies for at least 100 years.  U.S. reserves may be depleted in as little as 20 years.

90 percent of U.S. oil resources already have been mined.  U.S. net imports of oil rose to about 53 percent of total consumption in 2002 and are still going up.

The 2000 census put the sex ratio at 117 boys to 100 girls, China may have as many as 40 million single men by 2020.  Bahrain, Oman, Qatar, Saudi Arabia, and United Arab Emirates have male-to-female ratios ranging between 116:100 and 186:100.)

105 boys to every 100 girls, which is the international average.

Shanghai was the first region in China to have negative fertility growth.

Of the 34 countries on the UN list of Low Human Development indicators, all but four are in Africa.  This inevitably means that illiteracy rates are high, infrastructure is inadequate, and health services are rudimentary.  In 2002 Africa’s total debt stood at $204 billion, 64 percent of GDP.

In sub-Saharan Africa as a whole, only 17 percent of married women are using contraceptives, as against 50 percent in North Africa and the Middle East, 39 percent in South Asia, 76 percent in East Asia and the Pacific and 68 percent in Latin America and the Caribbean.

About one-third of the world’s population already lives in countries with moderate to high water stress.  In Africa agriculture supports 66 percent of the population.

Pregnancy and unsafe abortion are the leading causes of death among women of reproductive age in most African countries.

Deaths due to HIV/AIDS in Africa will soon surpass the 20 million Europeans killed by the plague epidemic of 1347-1351.

The incubation period for HIV infection to develop into AIDS, which is up to 10 years in men, is believed to be shorter in women.

Despite the ongoing conflicts and disheartening statistics on AIDS, the outlook for Africa is improving.

The average age of retirement in Western Europe was 65 in 1960, but is 60 today.  In the United States the average age of retirement was 66 in 1960, but is down to under 63 today.

In 1950, the average overall birth rate in the European union was still above replacement at 2.7.  Today it is 1.5 and falling.  Similar rates are now observed in Japan, China, and Russia.  In the United States, the birth rate is just above 2, in part because many of the country’s Latino immigrants still prefer large families.  If current trends continue, the working-age population of Europe will fall by 18 percent (40 million people) by 2050, while the corresponding U.S. group will increase by a similar amount.  In that period the average age of the German population will increase to 54, while the average American will still be only 35.

In 1798, the average life expectancy was probably no more than 35.  

In 1889, the average life expectancy was 48.

Now, the life expectancy of Europeans, Japanese, and Americans alike is around 77.

The U.S. has 4% of the global population but contributes 25% of global warming.

The American is half the size as it was 50 years ago but American homes are twice as large.

