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This seminar introduces the major areas of current inquiry in managerial and behavioral accounting, as well as some of the methodologies employed.  This seminar is designed to provide a good background on each area and a starting point for further study.  We will concentrate on theoretical and methodological issues faced by researchers in these areas.  Given the applied nature of accounting, we will also assess the practical implications of the research. 


When possible, the assignments will begin with a reading from a book or review article that will introduce you to the issues addressed and methodologies used in the area.  This is followed by several specific studies.  All students should thoroughly read all papers, however, individual students will be assigned to lead the discussions of most specific studies.


Each student is required to write a proposal for a research project that involves the analysis of a managerial or behavioral issue in accounting.  Students can propose an extension of an existing study or a more original project.  The proposal should include a brief discussion of the research question and a more detailed plan for the proposed analysis of hypotheses.  Written proposals are due by August 8 and proposals will be presented at the beginning of the fall semester during an Accounting Research Colloquia meeting.


The final grade will be based on class participation (40%), proposals (20%), and a final exam (40%).

Coverage Schedule

Notes:  1) All classes will meet from 9-12, except for June 2, when we will meet from 9-10, in


BB 4.02.40.

2)  BAR is used as an abbreviation for Behavioral Accounting Research – Foundations and Frontiers, 1997, edited by V. Arnold and S. Sutton, American Accounting Association.

June

2
Introduction

3
Survey studies
Tung, S. 2000. Environmental Accounting in the New Zealand Contracting Industry: Comments on the Use of Mail Survey Method. Pacific Accounting Review 12(1): 1-15. RAY

Guilding, C. 2000. Environmental Accounting in the New Zealand Contracting Industry: Comments on the Use of Mail Survey Method – A Rejoinder. Pacific Accounting Review 12(1): 17-26. RAY

Schwartz, B., S. Williams, and P. Williams. 2003. US Doctoral Students’ Familiarity with Accounting Journals: Insights into the Structure of the US Academy. Critical Perspectives on Accounting. In Press. KATE

Rest, J., D. Narvaez, S. Thoma, and M. Bebeau. 1999. DIT2: Devising and Testing a Revised Instrument of Moral Judgment. Journal of Educational Psychology 91(4): 644-659. BRIAN

Thorne, L. 2000. The Development of Two Measures to Assess Accountants’ Prescriptive and Deliberative Moral Reasoning. Behavioral Research in Accounting 12: 139-169. WAYNE

6
Field studies
Ahrens, T., and J. Dent. 1998. Accounting and Organizations: Realizing the Richness of Field Research. Journal of Management Accounting Research 10: 1-39. MANUEL

Atkinson, A., and W. Shaffir. 1998. Standards for Field Research in Management Accounting. Journal of Management Accounting Research 10: 41-68. BOB

Baxter, J., and W. Chua. 1998. Doing Field Research: Practice and Meta-Theory in Counterpoint. Journal of Management Accounting Research 10: 69-87. KATE

Young, S. 1999. Field Research Methods in Management Accounting. Accounting Horizons 13(1): 76-84. WAYNE

Anderson, S. 1995. A Framework for Assessing Cost Management System Changes: The Case of Activity Based Costing Implementation at General Motors, 1986-1993. Journal of Management Accounting Research 7: 1-51. RAY

Anderson, S., J. Hesford, and S. Young. 2002. Factors Influencing the Performance of Activity Based Costing Teams: A Field Study of ABC Model Development Time in the Automobile Industry. Accounting, Organizations and Society 27(3): 195-211. BRIAN

9
Experimental studies
Sprinkle, G. 2003. Perspectives on Experimental Research in Managerial Accounting. Accounting, Organizations and Society 28(2-3): 287-318. BRIAN

McDaniel, L., and J. Hand. 1996. The Value of Experimental Methods for Practice-Relevant Accounting Research. Contemporary Accounting Research 13(1): 339-351. BOB

Evans, J., R. Hannan, R. Krishnan, and D. Moser. 2001. Honesty in Managerial Reporting. The Accounting Review 76(4): 537-559. KATE

Luft, J. 1997. Fairness, Ethics and the Effect of Management Accounting on Transaction Costs. Journal of Management Accounting Research 9: 199-216. BRIAN
Rutledge, R., and K. Karim. 1999. The Influence of Self-Interest and Ethical Considerations on Managers’ Evaluation Judgments. Accounting, Organizations and Society 24(2): 173-184. MANUEL

Harrison, P., and A. Harrell. 1993. Impact of “Adverse Selection” on Managers’ Project Evaluation Decisions. Academy of Management Journal 36(3): 635-643. MANUEL

Harrell, A., and P. Harrison. 1994. An Incentive to Shirk, Privately Held Information, and Managers’ Project Evaluation Decisions. Accounting, Organizations and Society 19(7): 569-577. MANUEL

12
Empirical managerial research

Ittner, C., and D. Larcker. 2001. Assessing Empirical Research in Managerial Accounting: A Value-Based Management Perspective. Journal of Accounting and Economics 32(1-3): 349-410. WAYNE
Zimmerman, J. 2001. Conjectures Regarding Empirical Managerial Accounting Research. Journal of Accounting and Economics 32(1-3): 411-427. MANUEL
Luft, J., and M. Shields. 2003. Mapping Management Accounting: Graphics and Guidelines for Theory-Consistent Empirical Research. Accounting, Organizations and Society 28(2-3): 169-249. BOB
16
BAR Ch.1 – The Role of Accounting Information in Organizational Control: The State of the Art - KATE


Focus on Budgeting and Ethics

Stevens, D. 2002. The Effects of Reputation and Ethics on Budgetary Slack. Journal of Management Accounting Research 14: 153-171. WAYNE

Fisher, J., L. Maines, S. Peffer, and G. Sprinkle. 2002 Using Budgets for Performance Evaluation: Effects of Resource Allocation and Horizontal Information Asymmetry on Budget Proposals, Budget Slack, and Performance. The Accounting Review 77(4): 847-865. RAY
Webb, R. 2002. The Impact of Reputation and Variance Investigations on the Creation of Budget Slack. Accounting, Organizations and Society 27(4-5): 361-378. BRIAN

19
BAR Ch. 2 – Judgment and Decision Making, Part I: The Impact of Environmental Factors - RAY


Focus on Accountability

Gibbins, M., and J. Newton. 1994. An Empirical Exploration of Complex Accountability in Public Accounting. Journal of Accounting Research 32(2): 165-186. WAYNE

Radtke, R. 1999. An Experimental Evaluation of the Influence of Moral Reasoning on Escalation Errors. Advances in Accounting Behavioral Research 2: 101-125. KATE

Cox, S., and R. Radtke. 2000. The Effects of Multiple Accountability Pressures on Tax Return Preparation Decisions. Advances in Taxation 12: 23-50. MANUEL

23
BAR Ch. 3 – Judgment and Decision Making, Part II: Expertise, Consensus and Accuracy - MANUEL


Focus on Judgment and Expertise

DeZoort, F. 1998. An Analysis of Experience Effects on Audit Committee Members’ Oversight Judgments. Accounting, Organizations and Society 23(1): 1-21. BOB

DeZoort, F., and S. Salterio. 2001. The Effects of Corporate Governance Experience and Financial-Reporting and Audit Knowledge on Audit Committee Members’ Judgments. Auditing: A Journal of Practice & Theory 20(2): 31-47. BRIAN

McDaniel, L., R. Martin, and L. Maines. 2002. Evaluating Financial Reporting Quality: The Effects of Financial Expertise vs. Financial Literacy. The Accounting Review 77 (Supplement): 139-167. RAY

Peecher, M. 2002. Discussion of ‘Evaluating Financial Reporting Quality: The Effects of Financial Expertise vs. Financial Literacy.’ The Accounting Review 77 (Supplement): 169-173. RAY

26
BAR Ch. 4 – Judgment and Decision Making Part III: Group Processes - BOB


Focus on Group Support Systems

Bamber, E., R. Watson, and M Hill. 1996. The Effects of Group Support System Technology on Audit Group Decision Making. Auditing: A Journal of Practice & Theory 15(1): 122-134. WAYNE

Bamber, E., M. Hill, and R. Watson. 1998. Audit Groups and Group Support Systems: A Framework and Propositions for Future Research. Journal of Information Systems 12(2): 45-73. MANUEL
Arnold, V., S. Sutton, S. Hayne, and C. Smith. 2000. Group Decision Making: The Impact of Opportunity-Cost Time Pressure and Group Support Systems. Behavioral Research in Accounting 12: 69-96. RAY

Hunton, J. 2001. Mitigating the Common Information Sampling Bias Inherent in Small-Group Discussion. Behavioral Research in Accounting 13: 171-194. KATE

30
BAR Ch. 8 – Organizational Sociology and Accounting Research Or Understanding Accounting in Organizations Using Sociology - KATE


Focus on Organizational Sociology

Covaleski, M., M. Dirsmith, and S. Samuel. 1996. Managerial Accounting Research: The Contributions of Organizational and Sociological Theories. Journal of Management Accounting Research 8: 1-35. WAYNE

Dirsmith, M., J. Heian, and M. Covaleski. 1997. Structure and Agency in an Institutionalized Setting: The Application and Social Transformation of Control in the Big Six. Accounting, Organizations and Society 22(1): 1-27. BRIAN

Covaleski, M., M. Dirsmith, J. Heian, and S. Samuel. 1998. The Calculated and the Avowed: Techniques of Discipline and Struggles over Identity in Big Six Public Accounting Firms. Administrative Science Quarterly 43: 293-327. BOB
Dillard, J., and K. Yuthas. 2002. Ethical Audit Decisions: A Structuration Perspective. Journal of Business Ethics 36: 49-64. RAY
July

8
BAR Ch. 6 – Examining Accountants’ Ethical Behavior: A Review and Implications for Future Research - BRIAN


Focus on Accounting Ethics Education
Bay, D., and R. Greenberg. 2001. The Relationship of the DIT and Behavior: A Replication. Issues in Accounting Education 16(3): 367-380. BOB

Thorne, L. 2001. Refocusing Ethics Education in Accounting: An Examination of Accounting Students’ Tendency to Use Their Cognitive Moral Capability. Journal of Accounting Education 19: 103-117. KATE

Armstrong, M., J. Ketz, and D. Owsen. 2003. Ethics Education in Accounting: Moving Toward Ethical Motivation and Ethical Behavior. Journal of Accounting Education 21: 1-16. MANUEL

Adkins, N., and R. Radtke. 2003. Students’ and Faculties’ Perceptions of the Importance of Business Ethics and Accounting Ethics Education: Is There an Expectations Gap? Working paper under review at Teaching Business Ethics. RAY

11
Additional Ethics Studies
Thorne, L., and J. Hartwick. 2001. The Directional Effects of Discussion on Auditors’ Moral Reasoning. Contemporary Accounting Research 18(2): 337-361. MANUEL

Kaplan, S. 2001. Further Evidence on the Ethics of Managing Earnings: An Examination of the Ethically Related Judgments of Shareholders and Non-Shareholders. Journal of Accounting and Public Policy 20: 27-44. WAYNE

Kaplan, S. 2001. Ethically Related Judgments by Observers of Earnings Management. Journal of Business Ethics 32: 285-298. WAYNE

Elias, R. 2002. Determinants of Earnings Management Ethics Among Accountants. Journal of Business Ethics 40: 33-45. BOB

Bailey, C., J. Hasselback, and J. Karcher. 2001. Research Misconduct in Accounting Literature: A Survey of the Most Prolific Researchers’ Actions and Beliefs. Abacus 37(1): 26-54. BRIAN

