Reading assignment for Welfare Reform:

1. Eitzen and Zinn, “The Shrinking Welfare State: The New Welfare Legislation and Families,” in Social Problems, pp. 80-86.

2. Collins “Aid to Dependent Corporations: Exposing Federal Handouts to the Wealthy,” in Social Problems, pp. 77-79.

3.  McCormick and Thomas, “One Family’s Journey from Welfare to Work,” in

Social Problems, pp. 87-89.

Questions for homework assignment:

From the article by Eitzen and Zinn:

1. (1) List seven of the provisions of the Welfare Reform Act of l996.

(2) In summary, what was the basic end result of  this new welfare legislation ? 

2. The authors state that some basic assumptions from conservative ideology provided the bedrock of this l996 Welfare Law. List four of these assumptions and provide the counter-argument (as given by the progressives).

3. What have been the consequences of this legislation upon (1) immigrant families;

(2) marriage; (3) women and children?

4. According to this article, what is missing in the new welfare legislation? Of the seven things missing, list four.

5. Eitzen and Zinn provide several solutions to really helping the poor; list  five.

Provide your own personal critique of these five that is, do you agree/disagree with any of them?

From the article by Collins:

1.
 (1) Define welfare;  (2) define wealthfare; and (3) explain what is meant by the “loophole writing industry.”

2. List five major varieties of “wealthfare."

3. List and describe two organizations that expose “wealthfare” programs. Does the author believe that these two organizations are necessary today? Explain.

From the Article by McCormick and Thomas:

1. Briefly explain how Wisconsin’s “tough rules” transformed a mother and her caseworker.

2. Briefly, what are two constant “worries” of that mother today?

